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EP109 Revelation 13 verses 7-8

In our last podcast we took a deep dive into studying the Beast and his relationship to the man he will
possess. It became clear that the unholy trinity of the Dragon, the Beast, and the False Prophet (the second
beast), desire not just power, but glory. They desire to be worshipped by all. And to do that, they
specifically blaspheme the name of Yahweh and those who comprise His holy Tabernacle.

Let’s pick back up at the end of Revelation 13:5 to quickly touch on a popular fiction, and then we will
pick up in verses 7-8.

Fiction Alert

FICTION ALERT

Authority to Act for 42 Months

“....and authority to act for forty-two months was caused to be given to him.” In today’s modern End
Times narratives, it is generally held that the Antichrist will be a global ruler for the entire seven-year
period of the Tribulation. However, that is not accurate and is a fabrication. The man, the Antichrist, will
have no power, throne, or great authority on his own. Rather, it all comes from the Beast, who receives it
from the dragon.

As we have discussed, during the first 3.5 years, the man is possessed by a lesser demon, described in
Job as the hawk, and whose deeds are described in Daniel. This lesser spirit moving through the man will
establish the kingdom of the Beast on the earth. But when the Beast (who is also described as an eagle—
which is mightier than a hawk) is released from the Abyss at the blowing of the 5™ Trumpet, he will shortly
thereafter possess the man.! Then he is given authority to act for just forty-two months, or for the
mystical 3.5 years — the second half of the tribulation period.

Yes, despite the fictions you may have heard, the Beast will only have the second 3.5-year period to
exercise his global dominance and to carry out his atrocities against mankind. Thankfully, in His mercy,
God has limited the time and impact of this monster.?

War Against the Saints

Revelation 13:7-8

And it was caused to be given to him to make war with the holy ones and to overcome them, and
authority over every tribe and people and tongue and nation was caused to be given to him. All who
are now dwelling on the earth will in the future worship him, whose name has not been caused to be
written in the book of life of the Lamb caused to being slain from the foundation of the world.

1 See Job 39:26-30; Daniel 8:23-26, 11:21-45
2 Matthew 24:22
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Who is Really in Control?

In Chapter 11, we discussed in detail this war against the holy ones (the two witnesses). The important
take away is that the power to make war against the people of God was given to him. Neither the Beast,
nor Satan, can wage war against the people of God unless their master Yahweh Sabaoth deems it so.
Therefore, from the perspective of the Father, this war and the overcoming of the holy ones is an
intentional sacrifice, God has deemed it to be so. He is just using the tool of the Beast and Satan to
accomplish His desires.

The Codex is clear “... there is no authority except from God (this would include Satan’s kingdom or the
kingdom of the Beast), and those that exist have been instituted by God.”* It goes on to say that these
governmental authorities are the Lord’s servants. This means every governmental regime be it local, state,
national, international, etc., is there because Yahweh wanted it there. Yet, at the same time, Yahweh
Sabaoth allows Satan to be the property manager, so to speak, of the world, and He does this for His
(God’s) own purposes.

Over and over, we have seen that Satan is just a tool which Yahweh uses to accomplish His great and
glorious purposes within the realm of humanity. As such, even the dragon must get permission to act
against the Chosen of God.*

Our adversary, the devil, may prowl around the holy ones like a roaring lion seeking someone to
devour, but he cannot lay a tooth on them unless Yahweh Sabaoth approves it.> This was clearly explained
in Job 1-2. The devil must first go before the great assembly, speak his accusations. Then only if Yahweh
gives him permission, may he come against the holy ones — even then, only to the extent specifically
permitted.

It may seem odd that Yahweh uses evil to accomplish His purposes. But this truth is found all
throughout Revelation. He even uses evil to destroy evil. How crazy is that? When we get to Revelation
17:17, we are specifically told that Yahweh puts it in the hearts of the Beast and the ten horns of power
through which the Beast interacts with humanity, to destroy the woman who rides the Beast, the harlot,
the spiritual being that leads humanity into spiritual apostasy.

The great news is that everything in our lives happens according to the plan, foreknowledge, and
predetermined strategy of Yahweh Adonai (Plan-A). Nothing is random in our lives, nothing is arbitrary,
or subject to chance. It has been determined. “And in Your book were all written the days that were
ordained when as yet there were not one of them.”®

YAHWEH IS THE LORD OUR GOD ALMIGHTY.
NOTHING HAPPENS THAT HE DID NOT CHOOSE TO HAPPEN!
THIS IS OUR COMFORT, FOR IF HE CHOOSES IT TO HAPPEN,

3 Romans 13:1

4Job 1-2

51 Peter 5:8

5 Psalm 139:16. See also Job 14:5
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IT IS FOR OUR GOOD.

Overcome The Holy Ones

“...and to overcome them.” The word we have translated as “overcome” comes from the Greek word
“nike” and its use in this passage is completely ironic. In fact, the irony almost drips from the pages.

The promises: to inherit the kingdom of God; to eat of the tree of life in the Paradise of God; to not be
hurt by the Second Death; to eat of the hidden manna; to receive a white stone, and a new name; to
exercise authority over the nations; to receive the morning star; to be clothed in white; to not have ones
name erased from the Lamb’s book of life; to have one’s name confessed by Jesus before the Father and
the angels; to be a pillar in the temple of God; to not go out from the temple; to have Jesus’ new name,
the name of God, and the name of the city of God, the New Jerusalem written on them; and to sit down
on Jesus’ throne, are given to those who are now overcoming (again, from the Greek word “nike”).

Sure, the Beast can war, he can persecute the holy ones, take their things, and kill (“overcome”) them,
but to what effect? To usher them into the arms of Jesus and into their eternal reward (those promises)
that go on and on and on and on and on. That is a rather good exchange.

Please do not miss out on the irony here. This will be a beautiful sacrifice of glory and honor. The Beast
will physically overcome the holy ones thereby sealing them in the truth that they are the ones who are
now overcoming, or who are now and forever having the victory.

This is the perspective that the Spirit wants us to embrace. He does not want us to live in fear or any
sort of intimidation, but to laugh at the irony of it all. For a moment, in that brief 3.5-month gap which
overlaps the two 3.5-year periods of the tribulation, the holy ones will be hunted, and many killed. But
then. Then they will receive things which eye has not seen, and ear has not heard, nor has it entered the
heart of man all that God has prepared for those who are now loving Him. This speaks of a glory and a
wonder which none of the rulers of this age (the Spirit Princes) understood, for if they had understood
they would never have caused the Lord of glory to be crucified.”

Authority Over Tribe, People, Tongue

“... and authority over every tribe and people and tongue and nation was caused to be given to him.”
The Beast is also given “authority” over every tribe and people and tongue and nation. He did not earn it,
he did not deserve it, and he thinks he took it; but it was merely given to him. Just like it was all given to
the dragon.

The dragon and the Beast are both delusional posers. Everything they now have or will in the future
possess, is given to them by the hand of God. Therefore, we do not have to fear; Yahweh is in absolute
control of all things all the time.

Now, let us be clear. Although he is granted authority over every tribe and people and tongue and
nation, not every tribe and people and tongue and nation obey him or follow him. In the same way that
our government has authority over its people, still not everyone obeys our government. That reality won’t

7 1 Corinthians 2:8-9
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change.

We know specifically that the Elect of Israel, the Righteous, and the former nations of Edom, Moab,
and the foremost of the sons of Ammon (part of modern-day Jordan) escape his grip.® In fact, some
element of these escapees will likely assist the Elect as they flee from the dragon.

Those Who Dwell on the Earth

“All who are now dwelling on the earth will in the future worship him, whose name has not been caused
to be written in the book of life of the Lamb caused to being slain from the foundation of the world.”
Though all may not obey and follow the Beast, all those who are now choosing to make their permanent
abode on the earth and not in heaven, shall, in the future, worship the Beast.’ It is their destiny. So far in
our study, we have referred to this lot as the Accursed.

From the Foundation of the World

NOTE: not all, but various translators tend to link, “from the foundation of the world” with the names
that were not written in the book. These versions read: “All who dwell on the earth will worship him,
everyone whose name has not been written from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the
Lamb who has been slain.” In so doing, they are making the point that these people were doomed from
before the beginning of time.

However, in this passage, the Greek text specifically links “from the foundation of the world” to the
Lamb who has been slain and NOT to those whose name has not been written in the book.

Why then did certain translators connect it to those whose name has not been written in the book of
life? Perhaps it is because this is how it is rendered in Revelation 17:8; therefore, they changed this text
to fit the later text. Perhaps.

But we must remember, the Spirit is always intentional and extremely precise. Thus, He said things
exactly as He wants us to understand them. With that understanding, the Spirit was making a very clear
point about the Lamb, about the sacrifice of Christ, a point which many religious authorities struggle to
believe.

When it comes to the issue of sin and the necessity of the Lamb being slain, they do not believe in
Plan-A: that sin, evil, and failure was all a part of the plan, from the beginning — from the foundation of
the world. Too many people believe that the Lamb being slain was in response to man’s “failure” in the
Garden, and not the plan in-and-of-itself. Almost as if it were Plan-B.

IF YAHWEH IS THE ABSOLUTE SOVEREIGN LORD (ADONAI),
THERE CAN NEVER BE A PLAN-B, JUST PLAN-A.

The Codex is extremely clear that the Chosen of God have obtained an inheritance that was

8 Daniel 11:41
% “dwell” is rendered in the present active participle; “worship” is rendered in the future active indicative
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predestined according to the will of God, and that He chose them before the foundations of the world to
be holy and blameless. If He chose us to be holy and blameless before the foundations of the world were
laid, then He must naturally have contemplated how we would become holy and blameless. The Spirit is
clear that it is only by and through the blood of the Lamb that a person becomes holy and blameless. What
this tells us that the Lamb being slain was Plan-A all along, and it was determined from before the
foundation of the earth.°

Hence, it is rendered in the perfect passive participle. The Father determined it, and caused it to be,
and the impact of that choice is ongoing. Each person who now or in the future comes to Him, comes to
the Lamb that was slain. This is one of the reason Jesus descended into the bowels of the earth after His
death to preach to those who had died and to show them that the Lamb who was slain was the object of
their faith all along.!

Plan-A applies to the very creation of evil, sin, and the dragon (yes, God created evil).}? In the
beginning, the serpent was in the garden, and since the devil sins from the beginning, sin was present in
the garden even while Adam was busy cultivating the garden.'®* And remember, in reference to Jesus, the
Spirit said, “All things by Him were chosen to be made, and apart from Him nothing was chosen to be made
that has been made.”** The Spirit is clear, all things, not just people or angels, but all things, including the
existence of evil.

In so doing, God has shut up everyone under sin, so that the promise of faith in Jesus Christ might be
given to those who are now believing. For God has shut up ALL in disobedience that He may show mercy
to all.’> This “everyone” and “all” would include Adam and Eve. From the foundation of the world, their
choice to rebel was THE PLAN all along (Plan-A). It was all necessary if the Father was going to find His
Son a pure bride that loved only Him.

The Lamb’s Book of Life

“... whose name has not been caused to be written in the book of life of the Lamb ...” In the letter to
Sardis, we quickly discussed the Lamb’s book of Life. But we should give it a more exhaustive review,
pulling in other passages from the Codex, in order that we might get a full understanding of this Book of
Life.

The most salient point is that this book belongs to the Lamb — the one who was slain for our sins. It is
the Lamb’s book. He took upon His own body the punishment for our sins such that we would not have
to face judgment and condemnation because of our rebellion and hostility to God.

As such, this book belongs to Jesus. The peculiar thing about this book is that 1) certain names have
always been written in the book since before the foundation of the world, 2) names get erased from the
book, and 3) there are those whose name was never caused to have been written in the book in the first

10 Ephesians 1:1-14; Colossians 1:22

11 See Ephesians 4:8-10; 1 Peter 3:18-19; Isaiah 44:23
12 |saiah 45:5-7

13 Genesis 3:1; 1 John 3:8; Genesis 2:15

4 John 1:3

> Galatians 3:22; Romans 11:32
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place (these are the Accursed).

Exodus 32:33-34

Yahweh said to Moses, "Whoever has sinned against Me, | will blot him out of My book. "But go now,
lead the people where | told you. Behold, My angel shall go before you; nevertheless in the day when
| punish, | will punish them for their sin."

Psalm 69:27-28

Add iniquity to their iniquity, and may they not come into Your righteousness. May they be blotted out
of the book of life and may they not be recorded with the righteous.

Philippians 4:3

And | ask you, my true partner, to help these two women, for they worked hard with me in telling
others the Good News. They worked along with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names
are written in the Book of Life.

Revelation 3:5

He who is now overcoming will in the future will choose to be clothed in white. | may never erase his
name from the Book of Life, but in the future, | will confess his name before my Father and His angels.

Revelation 17:8

“... and shall in the future be caused to wonder he who is now dwelling on the earth whose name was
not caused to be written in the Book of Life from the founding of the world...”

Revelation 20:12-15

| saw the dead, both great and small, having been standing before God's throne. And the books were
caused to be opened, and another book was caused to be opened, which now is the Book of Life. And
the dead were caused to be judged out of those things which were caused to having been written in
the books according to their works.

The sea gave up its dead, and death and the grave gave up their dead. And all were caused to be judged
according to their works. Then death and the grave were caused to be thrown into the lake of fire. This
lake of fire now is the second death. And whosoever was not found caused to having been written in
the Book of Life was caused to be thrown into the lake of fire.

Again, when it comes to the Lamb’s book and its dealings with humanity, there are three categories:
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1) names that have always been written in the book since before the foundation of the world, 2) names
that get erased from the book, and 3) those whose name {singular} was never caused to have been written
in the book in the first place (again, these are those whom we have referred to as the Accursed).

Now it is very fascinating that in the passage in Revelation 20:12, 15, on the judgment day, the Spirit
used the perfect passive participle when He spoke of that which was caused to having been written in the
books of their deeds and that which was caused to having been written in the Book of Life. The use of the
“participle” seems to imply that the fate of each person was not fixed and cemented, as each book had
been open for entries, for writing and recording, works which either condemns a person or a choice for
life which would save them.

This idea that the books had been open for entries is tied to two of the Jewish fall festivals, the festival
of trumpets and the Day of Atonement. Specifically, there is a time overlapping the festival of trumpets
and the Day of Atonement when the fate of each person is determined. Some are deemed righteous, and
their names are in the book, and with the blast of the final shofar (the Last Trumpet), they will rise up to
God. Some are in an intermediate stage, and their inclusion or exclusion from the book will be determined
based on their deeds during this time between the two festivals. But once the Day of Atonement arrives,
their fate is sealed. Hence, there are those who are not in the book and will never be in the book. They
are the Accursed.

We will address these festivals and their prophetic meaning in detail at the end of Revelation 14.

With that said, the only passage that seems to indicate that the fate of a specific group had been sealed
is in Revelation 17:8 where the perfect passive indicative is used, indicating that indeed, as a matter of
fact, their name was not caused to be written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world. This is
specifically said of those who are “now dwelling on the earth” — now dwelling in the kingdom of darkness
that is ruled by the demonic.

Choice & Destiny

Each of these passages has a unique blending of predestination (God having predetermined events)
and man’s choice (the exercise of personal sovereignty). Both concepts run together and cannot be
separated—it is the harmony of which exists outside of the constructs of time.

According to the Codex, it is in Yahweh’s foreknowledge of the choices each person will make
(exercising their own personal sovereignty given each set of circumstances which Yahweh Adonai
appoints,) that Yahweh calls, chooses, and predestines the affairs of that person, and thereby sets forth
that person’s eternal destiny.'®

In the letter to Sardis, we discussed those whose name can be erased from the Lamb’s Book of Life,
and this applied to the Called.” Those who were brought into God’s household (they were converted or
born-again), but never made the choice to live like a little child dependent upon Yahweh for all things all
the time.® They still believed they could do good, be good, and that God should bless them and honor
them for all their goodness. They are those who forget that the source matters, the source is everything!

16 Romans 8:29
17 Revelation 3:5
18 See Matthew 18:3
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Their name gets erased, and they find themselves relegated to outer darkness where they will eternally
exist in that place where there is wailing and gnashing of teeth. “Cast out the bondwoman and her son,
for the son of the bondwoman shall not be an heir with the son of the free woman.”*®

Our passage, however, is focused on those whose name was never written in the book in the first
place. This is the reason why we have referred to them throughout our study as the Accursed (and
contrasted them from the Called, the Chosen, and the Righteous).

But we will now discover that the Spirit has His own name for this lot, a name that is extremely poignant
and for our purposes is synonymous with the Accursed.

The Name

“All who are now dwelling on the earth will in the future worship him, whose name {singular} has not
been caused to be written in the book of life of the Lamb who had been caused to being slain from the
foundation of the world.”

It is odd that “name” is singular and not plural. For proper grammatical syntax, with “All who are now
dwelling” being plural, one would think that the plural “names” should have been used (those who are
now dwelling on the earth whose name has not been caused to be written...). But as we know, the Spirit
is always intentional and extremely precise. So why does He use the singular “name”?

Is there one name that describes the entirety of this lot?

What we will discover is that these are those who willingly worship the Beast and take his name or the
number of his name not just on their forehead, but on their right hand, showing their fealty to the Beast
through offering him their power and strength.

They are the staunch supporters of the Beast and his most fervent advocates. Consider what the world
experienced with the Nazis and Hitler. The Nazis gave themselves to Hitler. They believed in Hitler and
thought he was their savior, and they served him, they worshiped him, and they fully obeyed him. So, it
is with those who will give their heart, mind, and soul to the Beast.

The Codex refers to these people with a unique name. They are called “Vessels of Wrath” that have
been fitted or prepared for destruction, by their own choice and by the hand of God. This name functions
as a double entendre of sorts which addresses the issues of both predestination and personal sovereignty.
The vessels of wrath have been prepared for “Destruction” and they have prepared themselves for
“Destruction,” literally for relationship with Apollyon/Abaddon, the Beast whose name is “Destruction.”

In Romans 9:22, the Codex makes this duality of sovereignty and choice quite clear. Let’s quickly look
at the extended passage with a focus on the “preparation” of these vessels of wrath.

Romans 9:19-24

You will in the future say to me then, "Why does He now choose to find fault? For who has resisted
His will?" On the contrary, who now are you, O man, who now chooses to answering back to God? The
thing molded will not in the future say to the molder, "Why were you making me like this," will it? Or

12 Galatians 4:30
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does not the potter now have a right over the clay, to make from the same lump one vessel for
honorable use and another for common use?

What if God, although now willing to choose to demonstrate His wrath and to make His power known,
endured with much patience vessels of wrath caused to being prepared for destruction, choosing to
being prepared for destruction? And He did so to make known the riches of His glory upon vessels of
mercy, which He prepared beforehand for glory, even us, whom He also called, not from among Jews
only, but also from among Gentiles.

The overall issue being addressed is fairness. If God is truly sovereign and no one can resist His will,
then is it fair for God to hold accountable in judgment those who do evil; after all, God is the one who
should take the blame and not those who do evil. But that is only half of the story, for there is also an
underlying issue of personal sovereignty, for when it comes to these vessels of wrath prepared for the
Destroyer, the Spirit uses a parsed verb, meaning that the verb has two applications.

The verb is rendered in both the perfect passive participle (God had been fixing or preparing them)
and in the perfect middle participle (they had dug deep down in their soul and chose to be preparing
themselves for destruction).

In this passage, “destruction” is a noun and not a verb. In other words, they have been prepared for
“Destruction” and they have prepared themselves for “Destruction,” literally for relationship with
Apollyon/Abaddon, the Beast whose name is “Destruction.”

Thus, when we are told that “All who are now dwelling on the earth will in the future worship him,
whose name has not been caused to be written in the book of life of the Lamb who had been caused to
being slain from the foundation of the world,” we can be sure that they had a choice, and they made a
choice, and God sealed them in their choice. Therefore, in His sovereignty He was not recording the
vessels of wrath in the Lamb’s Book of Life.

With that said, Revelation 17:8 seems to indicate that this choice was made outside of time, before
the foundation of the earth. As such, this choice by God and by these vessels of wrath were part of God’s
completed works from which He rested on the 7™ day; hence, the decision being fixed in terms of their
exclusion in the Lamb’s Book of Life.

“... and shall in the future be caused to wonder he who is now dwelling on the earth whose name
{singular} was not caused to be written in the Book of Life from the founding of the world...” Again, all of
this presents a sort of harmony of which exists outside of the constructs of time.

Yahweh is the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end, the one who
sees all things outside of the construct of time. Romans 8:29 is clear. It is in God’s foreknowledge that He
predestines. In His foreknowledge of the choices each person will make exercising their own personal
sovereignty given each set of circumstances which Yahweh Adonai appoints, He calls, chooses, and
predestines the affairs of that person, and thereby sets forth that person’s eternal destiny. This includes
not having the name of those, who will in the future worship the Beast, written in the Lamb’s Book of
Life.?°

20 Revelation 21:6, 22:13
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Make no mistake, as mind twisting as this issue is, with destiny being formed outside of linear time, it
is never devoid of choice, personal sovereignty, the right of each person to choose their destiny. Each of
these people been prepared for “Destruction” and they have prepared themselves for “Destruction. This
whole dynamic is very similar to those whom Yahweh swears in His wrath that they will not enter His rest
and because they are those who will not choose to enter Yahweh’s rest.?!

In contrast, but by way of reinforcing this point, in speaking of the 144,000, that great multitude which
no one could count, from every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, who had been standing
before the throne and before the Lamb, having chosen to being clothed in white robes, the Spirit said that
they are those who even now are digging deep down in their soul and making the choice to be coming
out of the great tribulation.?

Let’s stop here and we will pick up in our next podcast with the passage, “He that now has an ear, they
are commanded to hear. He that into captivity, to captivity he now goes; he that is caused to kill with the
sword, with the sword he must be caused to be killed. Here now is the perseverance and the faith of the
holy (or set apart) ones.” This will be a fascinating study.

| am glad you “tuned in” and have been “ready to listen.”

21 See Hebrews 3:11, 18, 4:3, 5 where “enter” is rendered using the middle voice, indicating personal choice and
Numbers 14 which indicates that the people refused to enter the land and therefore God decided that He won't let
them enter the land. See also Deuteronomy 1:34, and Psalm 95:11 where it indicates it was God’s decision, in that
He even took an oath saying that none of those who refused to enter shall even see the good land.

22 Revelation 7:9. 14. Note, “clothed” is rendered in the perfect middle participle and “coming out” is rendered in
the present middle participle, with the middle voice indicating personal choice.



