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John 8:21-25

Then He said again to them, "I go away, and yol se€k Me, and will die in

your sin; where | am going, you cannot come." Be Jews were saying,
"Surely He will not kill Himself, will He, since Heays, 'Where | am going, you
cannot come'?" And He was saying to them, "Youfeom below, | am from

above; you are of this world, | am not of this wibr|"Therefore | said to you
that you will die in your sins; for unless you les# that | am He, you will die in
your sins." So they were saying to Him, "Who areuY6Jesus said to them,

"What have | been saying to you from the beginning?

| am not sure if this is a continuation of the cersation Jesus had while He was
in the treasury or if this was a whole new day anaghole new encounter. Jesus,
however, seems to carry over much of the previamsersation He had with the
religious leaders. But now Jesus starts to pressmanturns up the intensity of this
conversation. Imagine, there is the pack of prjestsall the formal regalia,
demanding respect and homage, and Jesus tellsthiiggnare going to die in their
sin. Can you imagine the faces of those in the drevhen Jesus said that? Of
course, they just pass over that comment and foowghere He might possibly be
going. So Jesus presses in again and tells thetnhéy are from below and are
from this world, but He is not, and if they do alieve that He is the “I Am,” the
one from above, they will die in their sins. In tBaglish translation they have
added the personal pronoun “He” but the Greekdilgrreads: if you do not

believe | am, then you will die in your sins.

This is extreme and we cannot skip over it. Thelitagions are a matter of life
and death. This passage is once again pointingheuabsolute exclusiveness of

the claims of Christ. This is where people who righerwise be interested in the
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gospel of Jesus start to jump ship. Jesus simpdg ahot leave any room for any
other belief system and in calling Himself the “ihAand saying that if you do not
believe in Him you will die in your sins, He leaves room for us to consider Him

merely a good man, a great prophet, or even arhaly of God.

| have talked to so many people who want to incllieieus amongst the pack of
great religious leaders: Buddha, Muhammad, andretHewever, if you think
about what Jesus said such a position lacks intadé honesty. The problem is
that Jesus made radical and exclusive claims aHouself and in so doing He
forces everyone to come face to face with who Hend make a choice about what
they will believe. You see, Jesus did not just wax about good religious
philosophy and principles for living; rather, Hads#hat He is the very source of
eternal life and unless you want to die in youryn had better believe that He is

the ever existent one; God in the flesh.

This radical claim forces us into the position weh&re must conclude that He
was either telling the truth, was intentionallyngi or was a very delusional man
who had serious psychological issues. If He wdmggethe truth, then the only way
you will not die in your sins is if you believe thele is more than a man. If,
however, He was a liar or severely deluded, howlccgou consider Him to be
holy man? It simply makes no sense. At best, Hddchave been a prophet of
God, but not even a holy prophet like Samuel; natbeprophet in the order of
Balaam who, although he spoke the words of God, m@mself quite evil. Do you
understand? Jesus’ claims do not give us the \ilierplay this off and pretend He
did not say it. He says He is God and we must cmiecthat either He was or He

was not. Both conclusions require radical and drassponses on our side.

Here is the thing, if He is God, then we need teeghe highest priority and

authority to what He says. He said that He is tviad manna that will absolutely
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satisfy our deepest needs. He said that He is #tervof life which quenches all
our thirsts. He says that He is the light of therldiahat breaks through and
removes the darkness in our hearts. He said thatufdo not know Him you do
not know the Father. He said that He is the One vdme from the Father and is
going back to the Father. Thus, if what He is sgyitrue, He becomes our only
hope for life, for peace, for the forgiveness ofissifor eternity, and for a
relationship with God. There is just no way arouid claim. If, however, He is a
not telling us the truth, then our rational responguld be to have nothirig do
with a man who boasts of things He could neveillfukfter all, who would want

to associate with a either a pathological liar crazy man? So is He or isn’'t He?

John 8:26-30

"I have many things to speak and to judge concgryou, but He who sent Me
Is true; and the things which | heard from Him, s speak to the world." They
did not realize that He had been speaking to thbautathe Father. So Jesus
said, "When you lift up the Son of Man, then youl Wmnow that | am He, and |

do nothing on My own initiative, but | speak thabéngs as the Father taught
Me. "And He who sent Me is with Me; He has not M alone, for | always do

the things that are pleasing to Him." As He sptilese things, many came to

believe in Him.

If Jesus wanted He could have unloaded on thesgowed leaders, peel back
their religious wrappings, and reveal to everyoheirt jealous ambition, their
selfishness, their hate, their lust, their schemthgir pride, their insecurity, and

every bondage of sin that controls them—the veasoes they are deserving of
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judgment. But He does not do it and He makes iarcighy He restrains His
tongue. He is alwaysubmitted to the will of the Father and will ordgeak what
He has heard from His Father. Then He says thafather is true and in so doing
He uses the Greek adjectivealéthes’ which means to make manifest. This is
different from the word dlethinos’ where true is used in the sense of something
being real or genuine. This is important. Consitlee makeup of this word
“alethes’--“a” which is the negative and “lethos” which mesato forget. In other
words, Jesus does not need to speak judgment dofFdther does not forget and

one day all will be brought to light. That is adtya scary thought.

Romans 2:16 says He will judge the secrets of m&tatthew 12:36-37 says that
we shall give account for every careless word weakp "For by your words you
will be justified, and by your words you will be mdemned." AndRevelation
20:12 paints a picture where all who have not believedasus to be their Lord
and Savior are standing before the throne of GatHa opens up His books and
before all of creation He reveals everything, everyrd, thought, motive and
action. So the day for judgment is coming, but luimien Jesus will only say the

things His Father has told Him to say. His absofuteender is beautiful.

There are so many times when | have wanted to drdoaothers and just go off
on them and say what | think about their charactieejr attitudes, and their
behavior and so on. | just know it would feel gréstleast for the moment). But it
seems God has always told me no. Believe me, | hadeplenty of justification
for letting my tongue fly; but there is no justditon for doing or saying anything
that does not come from the Father. Like Jesusare¢o_alwaysubmit our will to
the Father and only say what He wants us to sayanth by the way, when you

need to know what to say, He will tell you. He woleave you hanging.
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Matthew 10:17-20

But beware of men, for they will hand you overhe tourts and scourge you in
their synagogues; and you will even be brought teefmvernors and kings for
My sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gentigst when they hand you
over, do not worry about how or what you are tg; $ayit will be given you in

that hour what you are to say. "For it is not yowvgpeak, but it is the Spirit of

your Father who speaks in you.

Isn’t this awesome? Once again we see that theimwayhich Jesus lived and
was in intimate fellowship with His Father is thaywve are to live in Him. He is
not only our example He is our provision. Whatndfifascinating is that He is the
one who will literally be speaking through you. el use your body but He will
speak for Himself. Our responsibility is to always in a place where our minds,
our emotions, and our bodies are submitted to Hlis and authority. This is so
powerful. This is the secret to true Christianity-k#St living in you Colossians
1:27). This is what makes true Christianity uniquetidi& and exclusive from any

other religion or philosophy for life.

Why do you think Jesus said: ““When you lift up tBen of Man, then you will
know that | am He, and | do nothing on My own ititve, but | speak these things
as the Father taught Me”? Jesus is speaking priocphgtof an event that will
usher in real changes in our ability to understand believe that He is who He
says He is and that He does nothirmjosolutely_nothing-on His own initiative.
The phrase “to be lifted up” was a common expres$io death; but in choosing
these words, Jesus is also prophesying about tin@enan which He is going to
die—lifted up on the cross. But still why does ldsath on the cross convince us
of the truth?
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Let’s think through this for | believe there aréea ways to consider the answer
to this question. Perhaps when this prophetic etakas place they will remember
and believe. But that will not necessarily conviieem that He is the “I Am” for
they could conclude that He was just a prophet. bdais is a statement on the
powerful reality of the resurrection. It could beederence back to His statement,
“you will search for me but not find me,” becaubkere will be no body to find and
that will convince everyone that He is the “I Amrhat might be a little more
likely. But maybe this statement is not so discatee from what He had just said
about judgment and all things being made manifesbther words, maybe this
statement is an allusion to the coming of the Hgyrit and His role in the life of

both unbelievers and believers.

John 16:5-11

"But now | am going to Him who sent Me; and nong/ofi asks Me, 'Where are
You going?' "But because | have said these thiog®t, sorrow has filled your
heart. "But | tell you the truth, it is to your avage that | go away; for if | do
not go away, the Helper will not come to you; dtgo, I will send Him to you.
"And He, when He comes, will convict the world centing sin and
righteousness and judgment; concerning sin, bedhesedo not believe in Me;
and concerning righteousness, because | go todtiefFand you no longer see

Me; and concerning judgment, because the rulenisfworld has been judged.

Jesus did not come to judge us but to give ugrlifidimself through the person
of the Holy Spirit. It was always His plan thateaftHe died He would send the
Holy Spirit to do a new work amongst humanity. &t He had to die or the Spirit
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would not have been released in this way where dealdvconvict the hearts of
men and women about their unbelief in Jesus. Bhika sin about which the Spirit
iIs concerned. But keep in mind, this is not justanviction of unbelievers
regarding salvation, but is a conviction for be#iess regarding living and

experiencing eternity now.

Sadly, many in what | call thesligion of Christianity have missed this entirely.
They believe that the Holy Spirit comes to conwustof sinful behavior. Thus, they
work really hard to extinguish sinful behavior frothe lives of believers.
However, even the most casual review of the histdithe religion throughout the
ages reveals that few have been successful atodomgrsin. The problem is they
misunderstood the scriptures. Experiencing etenmaty is about true belief—not
knowledge, not understanding, not agreement oilleécteal ascension, not good
intentions and wanting to do it right, not tryingrtd, but a belief where you are

willing to bet your life, every single decision, dre truth about Jesus.
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Fruits of the Spirit

The Old Man Fruits of the Flesh

The New Creation

*Love The Enemy * Religious Pride

* Joy * Religious Duty

* Peace E The Spirit of God : » Battling sin

* Patience * Doubting the Word

* Kindness * Doubting God'’s love

» Goodness = Addiction

= Faithfulness * Anger

* Gentleness * Pride

= Self Control * Rebelliousness

* Willing to yield to * Lust / Sensuality
others . = Self Medication

» Full of mercy Choice = Selfishness

= Sincere * [Insecurity

= Shows no partiality » Pornography

* Pure » Greed / Materialism

= Delusion
The Battlefield NREne|

OurMind and Emotions * Deception

In this diagram | show that the behaviors whicwflsom our lives are merely
the fruit of our decisions to not trust ourselvasirely to God—not believing that
He is our living manna, our fountain of living wateur one true light, the “I Am”
or the solution of everything and our provision fevery need. This is why
focusing on behavior has never solved the problésim for when we think we
have overcome some area of sin, the fruit of oloeliaf just mutates into a new
expression of sinful behavior. Further, it is alwayot very long before we are
once again struggling with the very sin we thougiet had overcome. Honestly,

living this way is a futile never ending cycle eligious torture.

Sin is about unbelief in Jesus and the battle tieve is fought in our soul (our
mind and emotions). Each of us must continuallyosieoto trust either ourselves,

and follow the desires of our old nature (whichlwat lose sinful behavior in our
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lives) or God which will let lost His life and Hisghteousness in our lives. Hence,
Galatians 5:16: “But | say walk by the Spirit and you will notrcg out the desires
of the flesh.” This is what the battle of sin isaltg about. And it is in our soul
where the Spirit works to convict us and convinedhat if we let Jesus be our “I
Am” we will, like Jesus, alwaybe surrendered to the Father and do notbingur
own initiative; but we will only do what He tellsdo do, say only what He tells us

to say, and go only where He wants us to go.

So that was my way of explaining that | believeu¥asas sticking very close to
His prior statements regarding the Father reveadithguot only in judgment but
also through the Holy Spirit. This is why Jesuspped them for His death; He
wanted them to understand that it would be a gbawytfor the Spirit will come

and convince us that Jesus is God and only spekgiigs of the Father.

John 8:29-30

"And He who sent Me is with Me; He has not left lene, for | always do the
things that are pleasing to Him"? As He spoke é¢h#sngs, many came to

believe in Him.

People want to kill Jesus, and they will eventu&ill Him. People have tried to
set him up to catch Him in some error. They havwespoed against Him and they
have come against Him privately and publically. yieve ridiculed Him and
mocked Him and refused to even listen to what Hs.séhey just walk over Him
and interrupt Him with some ridiculous comment treteals the darkness in their
hearts and the reality that they really do not @dyeut truth; they just care about

their own agenda and their desire to malign, migsgnt, and disparage Jesus.
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To the casual observer, this was horrible; theytninase thought that God
turned His back on Jesus. After all, most peopleehthis belief imbedded into
their DNA that says that if things are going wélbeople love you, and if you are
materially blessed, that God must be with you; ahdust the opposite is
happening, you must be the one with the problemGaoa has abandoned you. But
again, that is not the truth. The Father is wittudeand has not left Him.

Luke 6:26

Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for tHathers used to treat the

false prophets in the same way.

| love the fact that the religious leaders alwaggaged Jesus publically. This
gave the crowds a chance to see for themselvesdifference between the
corruptness of their own religious leaders (remamtee people were afraid of
their own priests), and the righteousness of Chtiss funny; the priests intended
to discredit Jesus but each time they did the csolwelard His words, saw His
actions, understood the unique way He stood irrthtl, and they believed. It was
clearly evident that He alwaylid what pleased the Father. What was intended for

evil God used for His own purpose to bring gloryHis Son. | love it!

Jesus now takes the conversation away from thgioas leaders and engages

those Jews who believed.

John 8:31-37

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in'timou abide in my word,
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you are truly my disciples, and you will know theth, and the truth will set
you free." They answered him, "We are offspringAbfaham and have never
been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you sayy ‘Will become free'?" Jesus
answered them, "Truly, truly, | say to you, evergamho commits sin is a slave
to sin. The slave does not remain in the housevérehe son remains forever.

So if the Son sets you free, you will be free irtlee

This is a critical passage of New Testament theolegarding our lives in the
Spirit. In this passage there are 4 contrastintitiesaplus 1 agent of freedom, for a
total of 5—the number our absolute inability and ttumber of God’s mercy and
unmerited grace poured out for us. We have trseigles who are contrasted with
the offspring of Abraham. We have slaves who amrasted with sons. We have
abiding in the house contrasted with enslavemeist.hate the slave master which
IS sin contrasted with the Word. And, finally, Wwave the agent of freedom which
IS the truth.

Absent the freedom from sin, which can only be med by the truth of God,
everyone is a slave and sin is their master. Tlay anly do what their master
requires of them, which explains the horrible ctindi of our world and the
downright destitution and depravity within the deptof our own hearts. This
explains why religion, government, philosophy, elf guidance has never been, or

ever will be, the agent of true change in this aorl

The interesting thing is that a person may consitiemselves part of the
household (in this case a Jew—a son of Abraham—ishpart of the chosen
nation of God, or in our case a person who has bamsed in some branch of
Christianity and holds to the religion with fervestnviction), but that does not

matter unless they are a son they are a slave.afAsldve does not remain in the
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house forever. On that one fearful Day of Judgniestslave will be removed from
the house and only true sons will remain—only the#geo have personally

accepted Jesus as their Lord and Savior will loreer with God.

You see, there must be emancipation. There muathbreaking of the bondage
to sin. There must be a permanent separation fr@rskave master. This is why
Jesus died. He died so that He might live; andpidoing, overcome the power of
death. He died so that He can provide the way $otoubecome sons. He died so
that we no longer have to live as slaves, but wels@ and experience eternity

now. Our emancipation is in Jesus and in Him alone.

So what is the implication of this truth to theelibf a believer? First and
foremost, we are free from sin and its power tot@our lives without our giving
it authority. This is a truth that so few believle/e even begun to comprehend on

a practical day-in-and-day-out reality.

Romans 8:2-5

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesugshset you free from the law of
sin and of death. For what the Law could not doakvas it was through the
flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likenegsinful flesh and as an
offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh,tisat the requirement of the
Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk acdorg to the flesh but

according to the Spirit.

Do you understand? God did the work for us so wWwtcan walk in the Spirit
and not according to our flesh. You might be thiagkthat that is wonderful, but

then be wondering why you don’t feel so free andywlou continue to sin
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(especially because so many times it seems astamatic response and not even
something you deliberately chose). This is easipjl@ned. You have been set free
from sin, God removed the chains of bondage, butam@ not a puppet; you still
have the ability to choose to present yourself dackour old master and let Him

rule you if that is what you want.

Romans 6:7-14

For when we died with Christ we were set free fitbin power of sin. And since
we died with Christ, we know we will also live witiim. We are sure of this
because Christ was raised from the dead, and heevier die again. Death no
longer has any power over him. When he died, he diee to break the power
of sin. But now that he lives, he lives for therglof God. So you also should
consider yourselves to be dead to the power of sin ancealivGod through

Christ Jesus.

Do not let sin control the way you livelo not give in to sinful desiredo not
let any part of your body become an instrumentuilfte serve sin. Instead, give

yourselves completely to Goéhr you were dead, but now you have new life.

So use your whole body as an instrument to do whaght for the glory of
God. Sin is no longer your master, for you no ladge under the requirements

of the law. Instead, you live under the freedonGofl's grace.

Do you understand it is now a choice—your choice.dxe can force you into
sin. You have the ability to live absolutely fraerh its power! The issue comes

down to whether or not you are presenting youisaifipletely to God.
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Romans 6:16-17

Don't you realize that you become the slave of et you choose to obey?
You can be a slave to sin, which leads to deatgparcan choose to obey God,

which leads to righteous living.

Giving yourself completely to God is believing thd¢ is your “I Am,” that He
is everything you need (no exceptions); and thdtirigeyour life on that reality.
You must choose to live as if the intangible Godssreal to you as your Old Man
is to you. In so doing, by definition, you will igre the voice of your old master.
Galatians 5:1 says: “It was for freedom that Christ set us freerefore keep

standing firm and do not be subject again to a yadlksdavery.”

It is clear that we are to walk as free men; bet ‘thow” is found not in any
scripted set of behaviors, but in knowing and chregp$o believe the truth. That is
why here at Pathway Fellowship we focus so haragtodying the scriptures to
make sure we understand the life that is to be.dMs need to know what to
believe so we can choose to believe the truthwilaset us free and bet our lives
on it. So what does this freedom actually loole lik the life of a believer? The

scriptures speak very authoritatively to this issue

1. The Truth will set us free from Our Old Nature

Galatians 2:20: "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is manger | who
live, but Christ lives in me; and the life whicimow live in the flesh | live by faith

in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himselfoupne.

2 Corinthians 5:17: “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a newature; the

old things passed away; behold, new things haveecom
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Ephesians 4:22-24: “that, in reference to your former manner of lif®u lay
aside the old self, which is being corrupted inacadance with the lusts of deceit,
and that you be renewed in the spirit of your migwag put on the new self, which

in the likeness of God has been created in riglsteess and holiness of the truth.

You see those Christians who make excuses for xperegencing eternity now
by saying things like Jesus will change me in khsirtg or that it is a process of
overcoming and conguering sin (meaning sinful begvare flat out wrong. You
have been made new. The work is done. The issoewsabout trusting that Jesus
is your “I Am” and then living as if He is your ‘Am.” That is it! Now this is a
process to some extent in that we must learn thik that will set us free. But once
we have learned the truth (and most of us who baea in Christianity have heard
it for years), it is no longer a “process” it isratter of decision. If you have heard

the truth, if you know the truth, now you must ckeat.

Are you going to present yourself to God trustingttHe will be everything that
you really need (which by the way, as God, He &sdhly one who really knows
what you need—you don’t even know what you reabed), or are you going to

trust yourself believing that you know best.

2. The truth will set us free from the world

1 John 5:5-7: “Who is the one who overcomes the world, but e believes
that Jesus is the Son of God? This is the One whwedy water and blood, Jesus
Christ; not with the water only, but with the watnd with the blood. It is the
Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is thehtru



John 8:21-37 16

Notice that the Spirit is truth, which is why whese walk in the Spirit of God
by giving ourselves to Jesus we experience truedfn from anything that wants

to control us.

3. The truth will set us free from fear

1 John 4:15-18: “Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God,dbides
in him, and he in God. We have come to know anctHealieved the love which
God has for us. God is love, and the one who abiésve abides in God, and
God abides in him. By this, love is perfected with, so that we may have
confidence in the day of judgment; because as Hsoislso are we in this world.
There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts fear, because fear involves

punishment, and the one who fears is not perfaotéx/e.”

Philippians 4:13-14: “I can do all things through Him who strengthens.”

4. The truth will set us free from condemnation

Romans 8:1: “Therefore there is now no condemnation for thed® are in

Christ Jesus.”

5. The truth will set us free from man in order tha might freely serve others

1 Corinthians 9:19: “For though | am free from all men, | have madgsaif a

slave to all, so that | may win more.”

This aspect of freedom is one | have truly beguaexigerience. In the past, when

someone misjudged me or misrepresented me it weatlane alive. This was the
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Achilles heel of my soul. It used to rip me apartl gust consume my being with
stress, anxiety, and tremendous pressure. But ttgdewent through a horrific

situation where | was judged based on slander,jgaosssumption and lies. After |
shook off the sense of being personally violategalized that | was actually free.
This situation and the things said to me did natticd me; it did not even roost in
my being. It was external to me and | was not helbondage. Praise God, the

truth does set us free.

6. The truth will set us free to love

Galatians 5:13: “For you were called to freedom, brethren; only mbt turn
your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, kthrough love serve one

another.”

1 Peter 1:22: “Since you have in obedience to the truth pudiff@ur souls for a

sincere love of the brethren, fervently love onethear from the heart.”

7. The truth will set us free to be offered to God

James 1:18: “Of his own will he brought us forth by the woad truth, that we

should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.”

1 Peter 2:16: “Act as free men, and do not use your freedom esvaring for

evil, but use it as bondslaves of God.”

| came up with 7 aspects of freedom, but | am sleee are more. In closing,
however, | want you to understand this tri@rCorinthians 3:17 says: “Now the

Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the dlas, there is liberty.” Thus, the
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indication that you are walking in the Spirit of && when you are experiencing
freedom and liberty in all these areas. If you r@oeexperiencing this real time, it
means there are areas where you still chose &mnlist the voice of your old slave

master and have not trusted yourself to the truth.

Our life is to be a life of liberty free from theowds desires and expectations of
us; free from the bondage that comes when we giveepto the things said about
us or done to us by those in the world and by thongbe household who do not
live as free people; and free from ourselves and@lislave master who has never
brought us liberty but has always wrapped us innshaf powerlessness. This is
eternity now. This is true Christianity. Don’t lahyone convince you of anything

else that compromises this truth; remember, thé il set you free.

One last comment on that phrasevénse 31: "If you abide in my word, you are
truly my disciples.” The explanation for what | ajoing to say is a bit technical
and if anyone wants the details just let me knowt,the best way to read this is not
as if you must abide to prove you are His disciffdessmany read it which sets off
a list of to-do’s) but that if you abide you aresHilisciples. In other words, it is
evidence of a reality not a conditional statemdifie good news is that you are
free to abide; it is a privilege of the Spirit aadeality of the one who lives in the
Spirit.

Let's Pray.



