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When we were together last week, Jesus went sgd@iin to Jerusalem during
one of the big annual festivals—the feast of taheles. Everyone was looking for
Him, especially the Jewish leaders who wanted toHim. They had issued a
warning, actually more of a threat, which circuthtmongst the crowd, that if

anyone spoke favorably of Jesus they would be pedis

Then unexpectedly, Jesus made His way to the Teamebegan to teach. He
said that He speaks with true authority for He &pethe message that God has
given Him and anyone who desires to do the willGafd will know that He is
speaking the truth; and the reason they can trisstridssage is because He seeks

for God to be glorified and He is not seeking Himaglory.

With this statement Jesus publically rebukes tHmgjioeis leaders who were
hunting Him down. He was in effect contrasting Highority with their authority,

His legitimacy with their legitimacy, His motivatowith their motivation.

If you remember the history lesson from Chapteth&se religious leaders did
not descend from a legitimate high priestly linather, these religious leaders
received their position, their title, and their laarity as a political handout, prior to
the Roman occupation, when lIsrael was invaded kgriable King from the
Seleucid Empire. This explains why they had to fese and power as weapons to
keep the people in check and ensure that no oeefered with their political,
economic, and social system; they were afraid o day losing their control

because they knew it rightfully belonged to anather

Jesus came from God, He spoke the things givenrohby God, and He always
sought to honor God. Simply stated, they did natdAde called them out. How
dare they try to kill Him and violate the law, whithey so zealously “claimed” to
keep! If they would only open their eyes, they wbske that their true High Priest

was in their midst.
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Before we move on in this text, | want to stop datk about the legitimate
priesthood. If you have been born again, if youehbgen adopted into the family
of God, then you have been commissioned as a tiastf God; and, as such,
you can speak the truth with the authority whichivaes from the Spirit of God

who lives in you.

1 Peter 2:9-10

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood yarfaiion, a people for God’s
own possession, so that you may proclaim the eswuels of Him who has
called you out of darkness into His marvelous light you once were not a
people, but now you are the people of God; you hatdreceived mercy, but

now you have received mercy.

This is one of the blessings of being a Christdou belong to God; you are His
personal possession and you are precious to Hinu aove become part of a
chosen race of people; you are amongst those w@ad's favorites. Imagine,
out of the billions and billions of people who akve right now (much less who
have ever lived), you have been specifically chogere part of a royal—or
kingly—priesthood, a holy nation belonging excledwto God. As such, you have
been commissioned; your job is to proclaim the H&oeies of Him who called
you out of darkness into His marvelous light. Andemn you speak of His
Excellencies, when you speak the truth about Jegwms, speak with the full

authority that comes from the Father. This is aazng privilege.

However, you have to understand a little bit abgatir job. Unlike those

illegitimate religious leaders, being a priesta about serving your own political,
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economic, or social interests, it is about servpepple. In effect, you are an
intermediary between God and those who do not k@Gd. In2 Corinthians
5:18-21 Paul says it this way: we are His ambassadors aanaliation drawing
people back to God helping them understand that @mwdonger counts their
trespasses against them. This is a very imporesponsibility and something that

we need to always keep at the forefront of our sind

However, like our High Priest, we must only see& ghory that belongs to the
Father. We cannot be in any part of ministry oroined in any aspect of serving
God that is focused on our own glory. This is difft since it is so easy, and so
natural in ourOld Man, to turn the attention of others towards ourselaesuch a
way that we find validation in our service to othend in our service to “God.”
We must constantly guard against this temptatiotndipg maniacally focused on
walking in the Spirit of God desiring only His wiNVe must never act, even for a
moment, like the results of God using us had angtiio do with us. We must
always know and believe that without Him we canmdthing; therefore, we must
always give Him the honor, the credit, the prags®l the glory. This is a choice we

have to continually make.

Secondly, we have to know the Word of God in ortteensure that we are
using it properly and not as some weapon to maaipudthers or to get them to
conform to what we want, when we want it. The onlyy we are going to know
the Word of God is if we read it, chew and gnawitpronsume it entirely. If not,
we run the risk of misrepresenting the Word of Gaxalj the results of that can be
tragic not only personally but to anyone to whom yoe ministering. We will see
in this next part o€Chapter 7 that when a person does not know the Word, thay ca

miss out on life itself, even it is being handedh®em on a silver platter.
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Remember, the Holy Spirit has dispersed the truthlli66 books of the Bible. It
is only in studying the entirety of the Bible thatu will be able to grasp and
adequately handle the Word of truth. Please ddaadtat your Bible as the Jewish
Old Testament and the “Christian” New Testament, look at this as once
continuous message system that proclaims the [Exoadls of Christ from one end
to the other. It is up to you to seek out the trathd search for insight,
understanding, and wisdom as you would search dst treasure. As a priest

appointed by God Himself, you must let the Wordsold become your passion!

2 Timothy 2:15

Be diligent to present yourself approved to Godaasorkman who does not

need to be ashamed, accurately handling the worditdt

Third, we have to let the Word of God be the ultenauthorityover our lives. It
is not enough to know the Word or even preachk# lihe religious leaders of
Jesus’ day; it has to be real to you and it hasettbome the very basis for how you
live your life, make your decisions, and choosd¢oin fellowship with God and
each other. You must bet your life on it; thathe bnly way you will experience

its power and the reality of the intangible truihéhe Word of God.

Did you notice last week how easy it was for thiggreus leaders to tell Jesus
that it was unlawful for Him to heal on the Sabbhatét, they wanted to kill Him
for saying that His Father assigned to Him His @ags and miracles? The Word
was not their_authorityit was their weapon and they conveniently used it
whenever it advantaged them and ignored it wheiditnot serve their purposes.

As legitimate priests, we cannot be like them. \enmot come to God seeking His
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will and His wisdom on the things that we feel sgifeng over to Him and hold on
to the things in our life that we feel are ourgtotect and hold dear. That is not
the way! God’s word must be your authority in akas of your life or you will

have such a limited and believe me frustrating ggpee with Him.

Fourth, we must remember that a priest is set apait things unto the Lord. If
you readExodus 39, you will find that the Lord clothed the priests & very
interesting and ornate way, which | believe was adwpicture of how we are
clothed in the beauty of Jesus righteousness almhdp@xclusively to Him. The
priests wore a medallion on their turban upon whi@s engraved:sét apart as
holy to the Lord.” If you have been born again, this is you. Yoe aet apart

exclusively for Him.

It is for this reason that you must let His Word d&aghoritativein your life so
you don't end up acting like one of those illegiite priests who have the
adornment and the attire, but whose hearts areedack with self interest; and,
therefore, speak the Word of God with no authaaitg no power having to resort

to fear, coercion, and legalism in order to getgbedo follow.

Remember, you are His possession; He bought ydu thé price of His own
precious blood. Therefore, | urge you, please ésepart of this legitimate royal
priesthood, this holy nation, as one belonging @sdgkly to God, daily
proclaiming His excellencies with the power andhauty of the Holy Spirit.

Let’'s continue in our text.

John 7:25-27

Some of the people who lived in Jerusalem stadessk each other, "Isn't this

the man they are trying to kill? But here he igapng in public, and they say
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nothing to him. Could our leaders possibly beli¢hat he is the Messiah? But
how could he be? For we know where this man comms.f\When the Messiah

comes, he will simply appear; no one will know wdée comes from."

This is hilarious. The very thing that they religiooleaders did not want the
crowd to think, they were thinking: “could our leaad possibly believe that He is
the Messiah? Everyone knew they wanted to kill gdsut after Jesus publically
rebuked them, they had nothing to say. They haa eeniliated and were made
to look like fools. | don’t think, however, the evds were so dull as to conjecture
that the leaders would actually “believe” Jesus was Messiah, only that they
might know the truth and be hiding it to proteatitijobs and their lifestyle. After

all, it was clear that His authority trumped theirs

Then they make this statement that the Messiahjusgtlappear out of nowhere.
It sounds crazy, but there was a rabbinical traditihe Messiah would make a
sudden descent on the temple—a dazzling appea@meg in the clouds of
heaven. This notion probably originated fr@aniel 7:13-14 or Malachi 3:1.

Daniel 7:13-14

| kept looking in the night visions, and beholdtiwihe clouds of heaven One
like a Son of Man was coming, and He came up tcAtheent of Days and was
presented before Him. "And to Him was given dommiGlory and a kingdom,

that all the peoples, nations and men of everydagg might serve Him. His
dominion is an everlasting dominion which will npass away; and His

kingdom is one which will not be destroyed.
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Malachi 3:1

Behold, | am going to send My messenger, and hecleér the way before Me.
And the Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly comeH® temple; and the
messenger of the covenant, in whom you delightploetHe is coming," says
the Lord of hosts.

This tradition was passed along by the followiradphinical proverb: Three
things come unexpectedly: 1) A thing found by clear®) the sting of a scorpion;
and, 3) the Messiah. This is probably what theyeweirferring to when they said
that the Messiah will simply appear. Then they méddeecomment that they know
where Jesus comes from (at least they think th@yldda no one knows where the

Messiah comes from.

We will see inverse 47 that it was clearly understood by everyone that th
Messiah would come from Bethlehem. So, again, these not talking about His
birth. But they also believed that after His birthe Messiah would be hidden or
taken away until the time of His mysterious arrizlthe temple. Many of the
rabbinical writings point téong of Solomon 2:9 “my beloved is like a gazelle or
young stag” where the young man in the Song of 18olo is a picture of the
Messiah. They believed that like a gazelle who appand then all of a sudden is
gone, so will be the Messiah. Then alsdsaiah 53:8 they would take just part of
that verse that says: “who shall declare His gdmara(or, “as for His generation,

who considered”) and say that no one will know vehigile Messiah comes from.

This wrong belief might be what Jesus was refertiogwhen He told the
disciples inMatthew 24:23, 26-27 that if anyone says here is the Christ or there is
the Christ, do not pay any attention to him..."Sthey say to you, 'Behold, He is
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in the wilderness,"' do not go out, or, '‘Behold, islen the inner rooms,"' do not
believe them. So here is a perfect example of whieegdack of knowledge, or a
misunderstanding, of the Word of God that actuadigomes cultural folk lore with

devastating consequences. This is why we are adimehito accurately handle the
Word. God is in their midst and their wrong belegfd misunderstanding of the

scriptures results in wide spread unbelief.

John 7:28-30

While Jesus was teaching in the Temple, he callgd"¥es, you know me, and
you know where | come from. But I'm not here on own. The one who sent
me is true, and you don't know him. But | know Hiecause | come from him,
and he sent me to you." Then the leaders triedras@ahim; but no one laid a

hand on him, because his time had not yet come.

To battle their wrong belief, Jesus says that alifmothey know He comes from
the region of Galilee, He originally came from G&b His appearance was not
only uniquely peculiar, it was unexpected. Had theglly considered where He
was born (Bethlehem) and the manner in which He b@% (the miraculous

virgin birth), they would have realized that Hehe One who was sent by God.

As if His public rebuke was not enough, these itlatate priests are once again
confronted with the ultimate claim of legitimatetlaarity; that which comes from
God. They panic and react with the only power amdd to them and like a bunch
of bullies they try and arrest Jesus. But, themnw@ois nothing compared to the
power of God. They could do nothing against Hinsudewas protected by the

Father until the time that was appointed for HinmtiUthat time, it did not matter
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what these power mongers tried to do; it would wotk. Jesus had like a force
field around Him and no one could do anything tonHithe Father would not
allow it. He probably had these massive angels wgl&round as body guards and

they kept everyone at bay.

This should give you some comfort as well. If yopraest of the living God,
“set apart as holy to the Lord,” then you belong to Him—you are His possession.
Therefore, no one can do anything that He doesahotv—no one! And if He
allows it, you know that it is an expression, oreywer another, of His love for you

and His desire to further transform you into thagm of His Son.

This is an awesome truth that is difficult to adcéfpwever, if you are willing
to believe this truth, you will be flooded with theace of God. You will no longer
have to live in fear from anything or anyone instinorld; you can rest knowing
that your Father calls the shots in your life.dtthis truth that enabled Jesus to
stand up in the temple, in the midst of people wiamted Him dead, and boldly

speak the truth. That confidence can, and needs yours!

John 7:31-36

Many among the crowds at the Temple believed in. Hikfter all," they said,
"would you expect the Messiah to do more miraculeigas than this man has
done?" When the Pharisees heard that the crowds wigispering such things,
they and the leading priests sent Temple guardsrest Jesus. But Jesus told
them, "I will be with you only a little longer. The will return to the one who
sent me. You will search for me but not find me dAmu cannot go where | am
going." The Jewish leaders were puzzled by thitgestant. "Where is he

planning to go?" they asked. "Is he thinking ofvieg the country and going to



John 7:25-53 10

the Jews in other lands? Maybe he will even tedehGreeks! What does he
mean when he says, '"You will search for me butfimot me," and "You cannot

go where | am going'?"

Notice the distinction John draws between the csowdho can discern the
obvious and the priests whose minds are darkendtieiy self interest. It is also
shameful that the crowd had to whisper these thiagain, living in total fear of
those who were supposed to be their spiritual ¢akers. Perhaps the temple
guards had started circulating through the crowthdrto move in on Jesus and no

one wanted to risk the guards turning on them.

Unafraid, Jesus bewildered the crowds and religleaders by saying that He
was soon going to die and would return to His plecc@éeaven, speaking of His
ascension. But there is a fascinating prophetiestant buried in this text. He said
they will look for Him and not find Him. This is aallusion to the fact that His
physical body would be resurrected from the dedwrdfore, no matter how hard
they searched for His dead body, in an attempt rvep false the claims of

Christianity, it would not be found.

As we have discussed before, our entire faith r@sta couple of key historical
events, Jesus’ virgin birth and His bodily resuticet The only reason we can be
in fellowship with God is because He lived a sisléige and died as the perfect
sacrifice; and the only reason we can live as {@idsat are set apart as holy unto
the Lord is because He lives. There is no bodydddund. Sure enough, after
Jesus’ death, they mustered together all theiruress and still were not able to
find His body. Jesus had gone into the presendbeofather; a place they could
not go. The only ones who can enter into the Hdl\Holies with Jesus are His

legitimate priests: everyone who has been bormagfathe Spirit of God.
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John 7:37-39

Now on the last day, the great day of the feast sistood and cried out, saying,
"If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drihkle who believes in Me, as
the Scripture said, 'From his innermost being flalv rivers of living water."
But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those whoidw&d in Him were to

receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, becalssus was not yet glorified.

According toLeviticus 23:36, on the & day of the festival there was a solemn
closing assembly. Although not prescribed in thepsares, there was a tradition
that developed where the priests would go to th@ pb Siloam and draw water
out and mix it with wine and then pour it out a¢ tloot of the altar while chanting
Psalm 118:25: “Please Lord, please save us. Please, Lord, @lgias us success.”
No one really knows when this tradition started, dsithis festival commemorated
the wilderness journey, it was likely symbolizeé@ time when God split open this
huge rock bringing water to their ancestors whoseats were parched from the
heat of the desert. It has also been suggested ithatas based on their
misunderstanding dfsaiah 12:3, “Therefore you will joyously draw water from
the springs of salvation.” But even though they mlid understand the scriptures, it
IS interesting that this ritual was very symbolictlee blood and water that flowed
from Jesus side when He brought salvation to thédwand, even that passage in
Isaiah points to the Messiah. | love the way Gadbgs works in and amongst His

people and points them to the Son, even when theyotrealize it.

On the day of this sacred ceremony Jesus screaimslfoaanyone is thirsty, let

him come to Me and drink." He who believes in Mg tlae Scripture said, 'From
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his innermost being will flow rivers of living waté& We don’'t have to guess at
this symbolism, John tells us that this is a rafeesto the Holy Spirit, who had not
yet bet given but would be given to every belieafter Jesus’ ascension into

heaven.

Are you still thirsty? Are you still drinking fromwvells of humanity that will
never satisfy the yearning and the craving withourysoul? The answer to your
yearning lies in this passage. Jesus wants yowrnteand drink and continually
drink. The verb “come” is in the singular, presentiddle voice, and is an
imperative. This means that although God is comnmgngou to come, you have
to make the decision to come; He will not force yma no one can come on your
behalf. In addition, it must be an ever presenisi@g; you must always come to
Jesus. Many believers are not continually in tHate of always coming to Jesus,
which is why they are always thirsty. You are stibndering here and there trying
to see if something else just might satisfy; bwtain’t. That is why He commands

you to come. He knows that He is the only One wé® the water that satisfies.

In addition to coming, Jesus commands you to drld&ming is simply not
enough; you must drink if you are going to be $atld The verb “drink” is also an
imperative. But it is also in the present activeste meaning that you are the one
who has to continually be drinking. One gulp is aabugh! Our life in Christ is
intended to be a 24x7 reality—ongoing continualofe@ship with the Lord. We
have to always be coming to God and always be mhgnéf His water. We cannot
narrow our walk with God to the times when we mieetchurch and prayer or
even to our own personal times of study. Our fedlbip with God is intended to be

in the now—in every aspect of our life. This is tidy way our thirst is quenched.

Mark my word, if you are still thirsty, it is noelbause God does not satisfy. As

the “I Am,” He always is exactly what you need.udagantee that the problem is
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that you are not actively drinking of His living tea. | can relate. Often, | come to
God with fears, worries, or concerns and | poumnthmut before Him, but | am
unwilling to rest in the fact that He is in contrttat He loves me and will give me
the strength to endure anything that He brings my.v6o0, although | come, too

often | don't drink, and | walk away thirsty. Whatvaste.

However, Jesus says that if we actively and coatipurink, not only will we
be filled with the Spirit but He will overflow frorour lives to others—like a river
of living water. Yes, the Spirit of God will flowrdm your life and become a
source of fresh water for those whose souls arehpdr Yes, you will truly be that
priest,set apart as holy unto the Lord, who becomes the intermediary between God

and man as you declare His Excellencies to thoseam desperate for His life.

John 7:40-44

When the crowds heard him say this, some of thestaded, "Surely this man is
the Prophet we've been expecting.” Others said,isHee Messiah." Still others
said, "But he can't be! Will the Messiah come frGalilee? For the Scriptures
clearly state that the Messiah will be born of timyal line of David, in

Bethlehem, the village where King David was boi®ad'the crowd was divided

about him. Some even wanted him arrested, but rdaath a hand on him.

Jesus stood up and said: "If anyone is thirstyhilet come to Me and drink." He
who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, 'Frosrihnermost being will flow

rivers of living water™ and look at the reactiofhey seemed to have understood
what He was communicating because when they héssddeclaration and they

started to believe. He is the Prophet, He is thesdiédn! Even those who were



John 7:25-53 14

confused it was only because they did not knowfdbes. Yes, Jesus was raised in
Galilee but according tddatthew 2:1 He was born in Bethlehem, just as the
scriptures foretold. If they would have understdabis little bit of history, | am
sure the crowd would have gone crazy. But take, noseems wrong belief always
left them in unbelief. Once again, | cannot stressugh how important it is to
know the truth, believe the truth, and live thethirdf you have not read your Bible
from beginning to end, start tomorrow. You will megret it. It will be one of the

most important things you ever do.

John 7:45-52

When the Temple guards returned without havingséece Jesus, the leading
priests and Pharisees demanded, "Why didn't yoogbhim in?" "We have

never heard anyone speak like this!" the guardsoreded."Have you been led
astray, too?" the Pharisees mocked. "Is there glesione of us rulers or
Pharisees who believes in him? This foolish crowltibivs him, but they are

ignorant of the law. God's curse is on them!" Thaoodemus, the leader who
had met with Jesus earlier, spoke up. "Is it légatonvict a man before he is
given a hearing?" he asked. They replied, "Are from Galilee, too? Search

the Scriptures and see for yourself—no prophet evares from Galilee!"

These guys can’t get a break. Not only did Jesiadlydhumiliate them in public
and cast a disparaging eye on their so called atitheven their ultimate weapon
of intimidation and control does not work. Theimjgle guards cannot even bring
themselves to arrest Jesus. It's actually kind &iramny scene. | can picture them

going up to Jesus, circling Him, and all of a suddegin stopped in their tracks by



John 7:25-53 15

these big angels and not knowing what was happetiwey just stand there and
listen to Him speak. The Spirit is moving in thewd and they are mesmerized.
They start thinking, “I am thirsty, | want this veaf | want to be satisfied.” And so

they leave without laying a hand on Him.

| have been talking a lot about how illegitimatethauity has to use fear,
intimidation, and manipulation to get and mainteamtrol. You see a good picture
of it here. After their guards show up empty handédse who were speaking
include everyone in their defiant proclamation:there a single one of us rulers or
Pharisees who believes in him?” Well, if there wihgy sure were not going to
admit it after that statement. There is so mucheyowv this pack mentality that
assumes it is in the right and assumes it is inatl#ority just because of their
positions and titles. They create such a hostite@ercive environment where no

one can have a differing opinion.

Then these priests reveal their true darkness.jdiheof a priests is to be an
intermediary between God and the people; a reptaipen of His love and His
mercy. Yet, these priests not only said that tleavdris ignorant of the law they
then curse them with vitriol and disgust. Yes, ¢hase some real classy leaders;
something to be proud of. It is really sad thairthearts were that dark and cold.
As Jesus pointed out earlier, they don’t reallyecaoout the law, they just used the

law as a weapon when it fits their purposes.

Nicodemus’ comment makes this clear. It seemsHieatas a soft spot for Jesus
after his one-on-one meeting in Chapter 3, but thesy jump all over Him.
Nicodemus says it is not lawful to try and killghman without a hearing, but they
do not care about the law. They totally ignore fsnt and the pack turns and
attacks him. They then wield their weapon of tbepsures and use it as a way to

silence dissent. The funny thing is that they fugshed saying that the crowd was
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ignorant of the law, but the reality is that theyvé proven over and over again that
they are the ones who are ignorant! No prophetaemithe out of Galilee, is that so?
Funny thatMatthew 4:15-16 just happens to quote fromsaiah 9:1-2 which says

just the opposite.

"The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, bg tvay of the sea, beyond the
Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—the people who ve#iteng in darkness saw a
great light, and those who were sitting in the lahdhe shadow of death, upon

them a light dawned.”

Oops, | guess these experts conveniently forgdt gjhasage. Once again, we
find that both ignorance of the Word of God and ta&usal to let the Word be
authoritative leads to total darkness. It does matter how much authority and
power you think you have, if you do not stand oa #uthority of the truth of the
Word of God, you have nothing! Let us not be in avay like these illegitimate
priests. Let us take a hold of our true callingr twe identify and fulfill the
purpose for which God purchased us with the blobdHis Son. Let us always
come to Him, always continually drink of His livingater, and let that water—let

the Spirit of God—flow from our lives to othersae proclaim His Excellencies!

John 7:53

Then the meeting broke up, and everybody went home.

Kind of fitting, don’t you think? .... Let's Pray.



