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We are in John Chapter 4 and in the middle of timenter that Jesus had with
the Samaritan woman at the well. Last week we endgd at the point in the
conversation where Jesus told her that He is thA&VIT — the Messiah, the Christ,

God in the flesh. Let’s pick up this scene in vé2ge

John 4:27-28

Just then his disciples came back. They were shlottkdind him talking to a
woman, but none of them had the nerve to ask, "Wbaatou want with her?" or

"Why are you talking to her?"

| can imagine that the disciples had a hard endugé following Jesus into
Samaria, but then to come back and find Him talkm@ woman — and alone at
that. Remember, as we discussed last week, thicwasgally unacceptable. You
see the disciples were bound not to the will offaéher but to their cultural norms
of what is right, what is wrong, what is clean whstnot clean, and what is
acceptable and not acceptable. This is one ofitfgebt problems with religion, it
takes a person’s eyes off what God might be donmthfexes them on silly notions

invented in the minds of men; notions which Godoet share.

So what were the disciples wrestling with? It wd®e trules and the
presuppositions that underlie these rules—namely ol not associate with
women in public because of misguided notions ofvhkie and worth of women
compared to men when it comes to spiritual matteraddition, the disciples were

very concerned about what others might think iiddsroke the rules.

Let’s talk about the rules. These rules about nmehveomen were based on fear

and not fact. Basically, they feared that assowatwith women in public would



John 4:27-42 2

lead to sexual immorality; thus, if such interansonvere looked down upon and
those who break such rules were stigmatized, theyldvbe able to curb a spread
of such behavior. Unfortunately, because of thasgmded notions of the value
and worth of women, in day-to-day life only the wamwere stigmatized by this

social moray and men were essentially free to aamrgs normal.

Like all fear based rules, they are much bettetth@ory than they are in
application. InMatthew 5:27-30 Jesus makes it clear that the root of sexual sin
derives from the corruption which lies within thermhan soul of both men and
women alike. Therefore, a rule which, in practissds to just stigmatize women
is not founded in truth. Besides, think about tredevarrogance that underlined this
practice; it placed the issue of sexual temptatiad sexual sin on the backs of
women under the notion that if we can just keep ewroovered up and behind
closed doors then there will be no problem. This ahsolute foolishness then and

still is today.

Sadly we still have these kinds of fear based ralkaround us. Ok, we might
feel better because in most Western cultures wé deap women covered up and
locked inside, but within theeligion of Christianity we still tell men that they
cannot counsel women and that it is improper fonan to be seen teaching a
woman or talking to her alone unless she is hisuspar significant other. The
rules also apply to women giving any spiritual gude and instruction to any
male that is not a child. | will guarantee you thet about every church operates
according to these rules. They will tell you it'stdegalism it's just “good practical
sense” to keep temptation under control. Sadly, yr&dmrches even have people
on staff walking around keeping an eye on thisfsalf in the name of Christian
accountability. They are ready to confront and pielgth no understanding of the

appointments of God.
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You can throw out all manner of religious and “tighus” sounding reasons to
justify this practice, but in reality, it is a febased practice that is established on
wrong belief and unbelief. Thus, it does not sdhe problem of sexual temptation
and immorality and never will. It just sets up amvieonment where everyone
focuses hard on keeping the outside of the cumm@ddahe while ignoring the dark

and poisonous brew that lies within.

Fear based rules have always failed and will alWwaysThey never result in the
expected outcome because the true issue — th@naaem — is spiritual and not
physical; thus, the true solution has to be ats@ikisolution and not another vain
attempt to manage through religious rules. In aoldjtfear based rules always tend
to create a stronger perversion on the other didks application. For example, in
this ancient culture the stigmatization of womerswat of control. In our culture,
we see the same lopsided effect. The church shmulkthe safest place for people
to build deep, safe, close and intimate relatigpslas the love of God is shared
amongst each other. Instead, everyone plays re&tigymnastics to ensure they
will not be accused of an “appearance of evil.”sT'ld not of God and does not
lead to an environment where the Agape love of @eely flows. It's no wonder
that so few these days are drawn to church andadsare being drawn to other

places where they seek intimacy and connectedness.

Fear based rules are developed as an attempt tawkthe evil that is rooted in
our sinful nature. But that evil is in reality sarll and so deep it can never be
tamed by mere man made rules. History shows thanmount of prohibition has
ever really solved the issue of sexual sin or atfmerosin for that matter. It is for
this very reason that God makes this incredibleradf living waterto anyone who
wants to shed their old nature of sin and corrup#&ad receive in its place a new

nature which comes from God.
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John 2:12-13

But to all who believed Him and accepted Him, Herggéhe right to become
children of God. They are reborn! This is not a $bgl birth resulting from

human passion or plan—this rebirth comes from God.

2 Corinthians 5:17

Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new aresgtthe old things passed

away; behold, new things have come.

This offer is incredible. If you are willing to gake of the living wate6od will
supernaturally make you new and give you an egtimelv nature which is created
in His image. And contrary to our old nature, thew nature is created in His

likeness which is fitting for one who becomes ddchf God.

Ephesians 4:24:

You must display a new nature because you are apeeson created in God’s

likeness—righteous, holy, and true.

So the only solution to the depravity that lieshintthe heart of all men and
women is not to develop more fear based rulesal@bate and stigmatize; but to
live from, or display this new nature, and contilhudrink from the_living watey

which, by the way, is a euphemism for the Holy Bps Jesus told this woman at
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the well, He is the one who gives this living waded it will take away the thirst

of the old sinful nature altogether.

John 4:13

People soon become thirsty again after drinking Water. But the water | give
them takes away thirst altogether. It becomes aqbeal spring within them,

giving them eternal life.

God Himself is our solution. When we continuallynttrof His living waterthe
Holy Spirit satisfies the deepest longings in oeart such that we no longer thirst
or desire the corruption that lies within our oldture. So the answer to the
corruption in the heart of man is not religiousesubased on fear, or any other
misguided notion, but surrender to the person sfige€hrist so that you will have
a new nature with new desires which are in aligrtnaeth the heart, the character,
and nature of God. And if you continually drink,uonew nature will dominate

your being and sin will not be such a powerful sguyour life.

Galatians 5:16-26

But | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not caout the desire of the flesh.
For the flesh sets its desire against the Spind, the Spirit against the flesh; for
these are in opposition to one another, so thathyay not do the things that you
please. But if you are led by the Spirit, you am¢ under the Law. Now the
deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immiyalmpurity, sensuality,

idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, auiis of anger, disputes,

dissensions, factions, envying, drunkenness, carguand things like these, of
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which | forewarn you, just as | have forewarned ,ythat those who practice
such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. tBe fruit of the Spirit is

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodnesH)fdaiess, gentleness, self-
control; against such things there is no law. Nbwse who belong to Christ
Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passiors @desires. If we live by the

Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.

Another aspect about fear based rules is thataheypften prejudicially applied.
In this instance, the rules tended to favor the ifwgmich is often the case). This
was based on an errant belief that men are supensm are the ones with whom
God deals, and men are somehow innately more &girihan women. What a
crock. This is another lie that has been perpedusteeligion throughout time but
it is based on a misunderstanding of the Word ofl @od the heart of God. This
misunderstanding came because of the natural tepd@nour sinful nature to

confusefunction with value or worth.

Now, it was the writings of the Old Testament, speally the Torah, from
which grew many of the social customs of both teesland the Samaritans. But
they made a critical error in applying the Toralidveng that_sinceGod instituted
a system of worship which was to be managed by ti#nvomen must by default
be of lesser value and worth to God. Yet, God nead, much less insinuated,
anything of the kind. They confusdahction with worth and as a result the entire
society operated upon this wrong belief. Forturyatel the New Testament God
specifically reveals to us His heart and correhts érrors which come when we

judge by our own human wisdom.
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Galatians 3:27-29

For all of you who were baptized into Christ hauetlted yourselves with
Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there iheeslave nor free man, there
Is neither male nor female; for you are all on€hrist Jesus. And if you belong

to Christ, then you are Abraham's descendantss heoording to promise.

Did you catch that? There is no distinction in &yes of God between male and
female, but all are one in Christ. InCorinthians12 Paul specifically deals with
our tendency to give value, honor, and worth baseflinction. Similar to the Old
Testament Jews, those in the early church stadetonhor one and dishonor
another based ofunction — those with more visible and cool spiritual gitere
being given preference over others. But Paul mékdear that this is not to be the
case for we are all part of the body of Christ aficparts are critically necessary
regardless of race, gender, wealth, size, staburgifting. The hand needs the foot
and the foot needs the eye and so on. Then hetlsatysshen we live according to
these misguided beliefs we miss the heart of Goce¥en in our own bodies we
naturally give greater honor and protection to éhgsrts of our body that are
weaker. In God’s economy things often are upsiderdand inside out from the

way we naturally think. | love it!

Finally, we come to the fact that the disciplegiughts indicated that they cared
more about how they would be perceived by otheas they did about the work of
God. They were so blinded by their own bias thaythad no clue that Jesus had
to have been about His Father's work. Why else @di#é be out there talking
with this woman? Instead of showing up all excitedsee what God was doing,
they were caught in the throes of religion whictwals places a higher value on

what others think than it does what God thinks.rRsaa powerful force in our
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lives (even if it is wrapped in nice sounding ralig), but for a believer you must

understand that it is not of God and will alwaysdegou to miss the work of God.

John 4:28-30

The woman left her water jar beside the well andback to the village, telling
everyone, "Come and see a man who told me evegythever did! Could he
possibly be the Messiah?" So the people came simgainom the village to see

him.

Honestly, | do not think that at this point therasnvany shred of doubt in her
mind as to whether Jesus was the Messiah or ntar Afl, she left her water pot,
in the middle of the heat of the day, and ran hacthe village and went around
telling all the men what Jesus had done. This womao had been bound by
public shame and shunned by her own village was nawing around risking

total public humiliation all for the sake of Jesus.

How could this be? The Pharisees did not responid this kind of zeal when
Jesus told them that they were defiling “His” Fathéouse. Nicodemus, a leader
of the Jewish people, did not respond this way wlesus told Him that He was
the Son of Man and came from heaven and will retormeaven. Yet this despised
Samaritan woman whose life had been devastateddyhoices she made was

now letting everyone know about the Messiah.

What does this tell you about faith? | have alwsgsl that faith is combination
of 3 things and true faith is birthed only whenshe3 things are present (actively
believing the truth). First there must be trudaving faith in a lie will get you

know where. This woman learned the truth that Jestise Messiah. Second, she
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had to_believehis to be true. It was not enough for her to Rleesus say it; she had
to determine in her own heart that she was goirget@ve it. When Jesus told her
about her life she knew that at a minimum He wasoghet, but by the time their
conversation was over, she was convinced He wa€lnist. Third, her belief had
to be transformed into faith through actidhwhat she believed was true, if she
was talking to the Christ, it would naturally derdammediate action. People have
been waiting centuries for the Messiah to come. [&ltkto tell them; after all, this

is not only life changing news but world changing.

So what does she do? She jumps up, puts her pat,dowd runs to the village
to tell everyone she can find about Jesus. Thisansazing and | believe
demonstrates the power of God to transform a hfeugh faith. Remember, she
had everything going against her: she was a Sanashe was a woman, she was
considered to be immoral, and she was a societaéstu Yet, she risks whatever
last remnant of self esteem that she could mustgotand tell the people who
have rejected her that she has met the Christidveethat as soon as she put down
her pot and took that first step toward her villdlggt her heart was transformed by
her faith.

| love it. God did not come to the men of the towte did not come to the
powerful and the elite; He did not choose to reiahself to someone who was
popular and a social rock star; and He did not ctomene who was considered by
others to be pure, holy, and righteous. You sed-#tber does not see the way we
see. He does not judge the way we judge. What didsét when He saw this
woman? He did not see her sin, He saw someone whtdwvorship Him in Spirit

and truth. So He picked her to bring His messadghd Samaritans.

Imagine for a moment what she must have been tignkshe just jumped up

and started running to the village. Do you thin&ttbn her way she got afraid? Do
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you think she thought that maybe she made the wihatg up in her head? Do
you think she was worried about how she would leeived by the villagers who
have rejected her for so long? Do you think sheight herself unworthy of such a

great task?

| am sure that these thoughts and more ran thrbegimind. | say that because
of how she carefully thought through her approacthose in the village. We will
get to that in a second, but what | love about faith is that it centers us at our
core and stabilizes even the craziest thoughtssifadt through our minds. Faith
even overcomes the wild torrents of our emotionhiewWwe choose to actively
believe the truth we will find ourselves standimgtihe safest place we have ever
experienced; regardless of what is going on arasndr what might be around the
corner. In addition, true faith gives us the sttantp do what we would never

otherwise, in our right mind, consider doing.

It is obvious that this woman knew a lot about égstistical nature of men. |
know the New Living Bible says that she told everyabout Jesus, but the New
American Standard says she told the men. Thisabahly the better translation
since in the Greek the word is in the masculinsdeithis would also be consistent
with what we know about the times of that day. Aaywshe does not just come
right out and tell them that she met the Messiabhé would have been this direct
they would have dismissed her as being nothing rtftae a woman, an immoral
one at that. Discovering the Messiah is a man’snobsomething a woman could

figure out.

So she baits them just like Jesus did with her. tdlie me everything | did! This
statement would have instantly grabbed their atiantirst they would have been
astounded that a man was actually talking to héthmn to tell her about her life.

Something was up. “Could he possibly be the CHrigfe just tossed it out there
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and then left it to their manly ego to decide ilsticould possibly be something

they need to go and check out themselves.

They took the bait and they bit hard. They “kneWwatt if anyone was going to
make the determination that this was the Christauld be them and not some
immoral woman. | love the fact that even a babyelver who is operating in true
faith can go and confidently do the job that God &ssigned to them regardless of
the cultural, societal or religious norms of the.dahis truth should give us great
confidence that when God is leading us we haveeabboundaries especially ones
created by fear. Also, notice that this woman dat averreach, she did not
exaggerate or use hyperbole; she did not try ahdsad she understood anything
more than just the little piece of truth that sheswgiven. It is almost like the fishes

and the loaves story. God takes a little and vatthfmultiplies it to feed many.

What happens next is nothing short of civic upr&ire is running all over town
making sure that everyone knows what is happennaythey all come streaming

out of this village to go and meet this personishalking about.

While all this is going on in the town, John shifte lens shifts back to a
dialogue between Jesus and His disciples. It was for the disciples to learn that
their own cultural, historical, religious, and evaoral boxes of personal bias must
be shattered for as Jesus said uke 7:35, true wisdom is justified by her deeds.

In the work of the Kingdom, one must see as God aed not as man sees.

John 4:31-38

Meanwhile the disciples were urging Him, sayingabRi, eat." But He said to
them, "I have food to eat that you do not know aloBo the disciples were

saying to one another, "No one brought Him anythagat, did he?" Jesus said
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to them, "My food is to do the will of Him who selte and to accomplish His
work." Do you not say, ‘There are yet four montnsl then comes the harvest'?
Behold, | say to you, lift up your eyes and looktba fields, that they are white
for harvest. "Already he who reaps is receivingggsmand is gathering fruit for
life eternal; so that he who sows and he who reagg rejoice together." For in
this case the saying is true, 'One sows and ancghes.' "l sent you to reap that
for which you have not labored; others have laba@ed you have entered into

their labor."

| am not sure if you understood what just happebeatlJesus just told them that
their entire perspective on life was out of plathey are so obsessed with their
own notions of what is right and what is wrong, whaight and who is wrong,
what is and is not socially acceptable; and, ofreeuwith their own personal
needs that they have missed the heart of God. &tleeFcares about people and

He is actively seekinghose who will worship Him in spirit and truth. U they

need to lay aside their personal biases, lay atghde“rules,” and align their
thoughts with His thoughts, their goals with Hisafgo and their purposes with His

purposes, so that their life can be botmthe will of the Father.

| also love the way Jesus crossed this artificlrzlary of the intangible when
He said: "My food is to do the will of Him who sekte and to accomplish His
work." This is something we all seem to struggléhwbut to a true worshiper of

God, the intangible is as real as the tangible.

For example, when you come to that place where tyaly believe what the
Bible says about your spiritual depravity—believihgt without total dependence
upon Jesus you can do nothing, you cannot everegyaate going a day without

feasting in the Word of God. You realize how muduyeed it and you can see,
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feel, and know the result in your spirit of not sgang time with God. In fact, for a
true worshiper, the Word of God truly becomes yliwing manna, the food by

which yourNew Creation lives.

In crossing the line of the intangible, Jesus takesdisciples thoughts away
from food, away from the rules, and focuses thenthenpassion of the Father. He
uses their immediate surroundings to make this tpdihere were two harvest
seasons in Palestine. The fist took place aroundciMar April and the latter
around August. It is this first harvest to whiclsue was alluding. He looks around
and there in the midst of the fields that surrotimd village were probably crops
that were ready for this first harvest. But whentelés them, “lift up your eyes and
look on the fields for they are white for harvesyhat do you think they saw?
They saw the people of Sychar streaming from thaga toward them. And what

a sight that must have been. Yes, a harvest thgteidor easy reaping.

Jesus explained that they had work to do. An entilage of people was
coming and all they had to do was be ready to Isarared enjoy the fruits. While
they were totally unaware that God was at work oult even do a work in such a
loathsome place as Samaria, Jesus was busy sowthghs woman was busy
laboring over the fields. She did the work of aamgyelist (the work that God had

assigned to her) and in her simple faith broughhake people to see Jesus.

The disciples, on the other hand, had been liand traveling with Jesus yet
they went into Sychar and said nothing about teetfzat they were traveling with
the Christ. They did not even consider sharing theMvs because they were
selfishly bound by their own prejudice and biasey'just wanted to get their food

and leave that God forsaken Samaritan village.

But God is so merciful and loving. Even though dieciples would have missed

it all, Jesus wanted them to be part of this gneak and wanted them to enjoy the
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fruit of God’s marvelous love. God always blows mind. We can get so arrogant
sometimes and so focused on our own little life #velthings that we think are
important that we are not even aware that God wsayd working around us

actively seekingrue worshipers. He is sowing, others are laboandg still others

reap the harvest. What part might He have for you?

In fairness to the disciples, they probably beléetteey had been doing the work
of God; after all, Jesus told them to go to théage and get food. They were just
being obedient. But they were blind and their ming=e fixated on what they
were doing for God and not on what God was doinlgatTis why we must
remember that our goal is not “doing” the work addzbutoneness with God. We
are to say so close in fellowship with God thatlive according to the desires of
the Spirit and not fall prey to the demands andiginds of our old sinful nature.
This is such a common ploy of the enemy. He getouscus on the work that
God has assigned to us, whether we love it or éo#fland in so doing causes us to

become self-focused and not God-focused. Pleasarbesf this trick.

John 4:39-42

Many Samaritans from the village believed in Jelsesause the woman had
said, "He told me everything | ever did!" When thegme out to see him, they
begged him to stay in their village. So he staymdtwo days, long enough for
many more to hear his message and believe. Thgrséhe to the woman, "Now
we believe, not just because of what you told us because we have heard him

ourselves. Now we know that he is indeed the Sadfitine world."



John 4:27-42 15

Jesus was faithful to keep this one appointment@aod turned it into a huge
work. But it started with the one. If Jesus woul/é been bountb the cultural,
historical, religious, and moral boxes of the dagne of this would have ever
happened. You never know how big, how large or Fawastic God’s plans might
be so you must always be boutadthe will of the Father and not judge people or
circumstances by your own bias utilizing your owisdom. You need the wisdom

of God: no other wisdom will do.

It is really unfathomable that the first group @ople to declare that Jesus is the
Savior of the world is a bunch of Samaritans. dhsutsto me of the unending
mercy, compassion, and love of the Father. Laskvedter the teaching someone
asked me why a benevolent God would send liongdlltpdople who were living in
Samaria. If you remember this happened about 7%syer so before this

encounter with Jesus and the woman at the well.

Assyria had captured Israel and deported mosteshtto other territories within
their kingdom and they took people from other lamdsl transplanted them to
Israel. But when they came they brought all thewnayods and worse than that
they started to intermarry with the few survivingnd and further corrupt them
with their idolatrous worship. So God sent lionteathe people to kill them. The
people prayed to their own gods to remove thisecbrg of course they could not
for they were not truly gods, but merely demonicispthat were represented by

the little wood and stone idols.

This caused the local inhabitants to finally acktemlge that the God of Israel
was the true God of the land and He reigned supr&mé&sod called off the lions.
Then throughout the centuries, they continued @ diomage to the God of the
land even building a temple for Him on Mount GenaziBut consider God’s

purposes in all of this; He wanted to preserverémnant of His people so that one
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day He could bring them the Good News of the Kingdd God. He knew that if
He left them to their own devices, they would hadween so in steeped in
demonism that they would have lost their Jewish scmusness, lost any
sensitivity to the things of God, and self destedclike so many other civilizations
before them. Even if they would have survived apeaple group they surely
would not have been looking for the Messiah; thegudd have missed it
altogether. Instead, what we find is a people gnope for the harvest. Yes, God
was faithful to preserve His people and water tiserd of hope throughout the

ages. Now these half breed Jews are amongst stdriiits of Jesus’ ministry.

God's plans are so wonderful, loving, and merciBdmetimes we get so caught
up in our own misguided notions of what is just avitht is not just, as if we can
hold up some standard of righteousness and apptytohthe living God. If you
think about it, we're often ridiculously increduwBut if you are a careful student
of history, you will see that God’s love and meadways abounds. So instead of
trying to judge Him with our human reason, we shdolbw to Him in true faith

and like these Samaritans worship Him in spirit &nth.

Let's pray



