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John 3:22-36

After these things Jesus and His disciples canteth@ land of Judea, and there
He was spending time with them and baptizing. Jals® was baptizing in
Aenon near Salim, because there was much watee;tlzed people were

coming and were being baptized—for John had nobget thrown into prison.

Therefore there arose a discussion on the parblof'd disciples with a Jew
about purification. And they came to John and saidim, "Rabbi, He who was
with you beyond the Jordan, to whom you have ftestifoehold, He is baptizing
and all are coming to Him." John answered and s&éddman can receive

nothing unless it has been given him from heaven."

You yourselves are my witnesses that | said, ' Irmtnthe Christ,’ but, 'l have
been sent ahead of Him.' "He who has the brideei$tidegroom; but the friend
of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejogreatly because of the
bridegroom's voice. So this joy of mine has beederall. "He must increase,

but | must decrease.

"He who comes from above is above all, he who ithefearth is from the earth
and speaks of the earth. He who comes from heavabave all." What He has
seen and heard, of that He testifies; and no acevwes His testimony. "He who
has received His testimony has set his seal tg thed God is true." For He
whom God has sent speaks the words of God; for iklessghe Spirit without

measure. "The Father loves the Son and has givénirzds into His hand." He
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who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he @bes not obey the Son will

not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."

There are a number of things going on in this pgssa we will take them piece
by piece and try and understand what John wants teceive from this section of

his story.

John 3:22

After these things Jesus and His disciples canteth@ land of Judea, and there

He was spending time with them and baptizing.

| don’t want to run too fast by this introductorgrge for it holds a precious gem
that we want to capture. Jesus tarried or speng tvith those He discipled.
Believe me, there is no other way to make discihas to be personally invested
in another’s life. You simply must spend time wgbmeone if you are going to
effectively disciple them; there really is no shout. We are called iMatthew
28:19 to go and make disciples of all the world. Thisn@ept, however, is
altogether different than just witnessing to peogtel gaining converts. Further,
making disciples requires something more thanpustiding Bible studies, prayer
meetings, conferences, and retreats for peopladada | am afraid that the church
has too often opted for structural programs andcsveersus personal hands on

investment in the lives of others.

| have found that unless you take the time to yeatiow someone, all you can
do is just preach at them. But when you start eustand how someone is wired,

how they think, why they do the things they do, yall start to have the insight to
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know how to navigate the Word of God into their thea such a way that they are

able to receive it. In essence, you need to fieebime a student of those that God
has given into your care in order to effectivelgde them. If you approach making

disciples as if you are the learned “teacher” dre tjust need to follow you and

listen to you because you have the credentialspdlséion, or the title, you will be

marginally effective.

However, to be a good disciple maker you must déngito get your hands
dirty in the all the personal junk that a persorriea around with them so you can
help show them how and why they should abandorjutie in exchange for the
things of God. You must pay attention, listen, amberstand why they are
carrying around their junk in the first place amdpst importantly, you must
constantly seek the Lord and ask Him for the wisd@mu need to best serve the
person you are discipling. All of this means thatuy life will naturally be

inconvenienced and a piece of your life must beesulered for theirs.

In addition to time, making disciples also requiyesir intention It is not a hap-
hazard process where you just throw a lot of Gaif sut there hoping that some
of it will stick; rather, | believe it to be a vemersonal and intentional process
whereby you communicate the truths of God to agess they are capable of
receiving them. This is the pattern we will seeotlyhout Jesus’ ministry as He
taught and instructed those who followed Him. Watken just a casual reading you
should be able to understand that Jesus had apthlike a wise farmer He tended
the soil and nurtured the seedlings until they metuand could themselves

produce other disciples.

| know that some of you are starting the procesdisdipling others and | am
excited to see what God does. | hope that withyear every one of you will be

busy discipling another. But remember, people anly follow where you lead. So



John 3:22-36 4

if you are notyielded to the Lord in an area in your life, it is unligethat those

who are following you will themselvageld.

A final comment about this whole process of makdisciples, it cannot be
about you, about your ministry, or even about ychurch. And, it is definitely not
an opportunity for you to look to get your ego k&#d by being the “go to” guy or
gal when it comes to Biblical knowledge. | am caniing you because this is an
area where | have seen the enemy be very effeictivapturing unwary believers.
Be on guard, be on the alert, and know the enemagscs. And remember, the
only way to successfully withstand and rebuff aaek of the enemy is to be fully

clothed in the armor of God fully protected behihd shield of faith.

John 3:23-27

John also was baptizing in Aenon near Salim, bexdlisre was much water
there; and people were coming and were being ptiz for John had not yet
been thrown into prison. Therefore there aroseseudsion on the part of John's
disciples with a Jew about purification. And thene to John and said to him,
"Rabbi, He who was with you beyond the Jordan, tmnrv you have testified,

behold, He is baptizing and all are coming to Hidohn answered and said, "A

man can receive nothing unless it has been givarfioim heaven."

John had shifted his ministry from Judea in thetB@bout 30 miles or so north
right on the edge of Galilee because there was ginauater in that area to
continue with his baptism ministry. The gospel aritells us that John had not yet
been thrown in prison so we will understand thas twas still early in Jesus’

ministry. All the other gospels jump ahead to tineetafter John was arrested and
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do not provide any detail of Jesus’ early Judeamnigtny which at this time was
very similar to John’s ministry. Both were declayithat the kingdom of God was
at hand, preaching repentance for the forgivenéssing, and were conducting

baptisms.

John then seems to just throw in this random faciuaa discussion between
John’s disciples and a Jew about ritual cleandtug.given the response of these
disciples when they came back to John, | think th& discussion must have
turned a little personal and a little ugly as stewfhappens when people discuss
religious issues. | am sure that John’s discipbes the upper hand and were easily
fielding the comments thrown at them until out adstration this Jew made it

personal. Maybe the discussion ended with sometikiadghe following:

If you think John’s interpretations are so righten tell us, why is everyone
abandoning your “great” teacher and following tbither guy who is not only

baptizing but is doing miracles to boot.

Yes, this Jew probably pulled out the comparisord and the ugly face of
jealousy was aroused in John'’s disciples. Imagaiftey 400 years of silence, God
brings a new message to the people of Israel thralghn the Baptist. These
disciples had given up everything to follow Johrd grarticipate in his ministry
which was dynamic, powerful, effective, controvatsand which basically stuck it
to the man. They saw John go face-to-face withréfigious leaders of the day and
they were convinced that his words were true anceviem God. They found
themselves in the center of the action; they hay@ne’s attention. But now this

man whom John testified about was stealing the show

Their thoughts naturally turned inward to the “ma8 they began to be
concerned about their ministry, their future, thplace. | am sure they were

thinking of the personal sacrifice they had madéllowing John and wondering
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if it was all for naught. They had been drinkingrfr the cup of power and prestige
and lost sight of the fundamental purpose of whynJavas in ministry in the first
place. | find it interesting that they did not stapd connect the dots between
John'’s testimony about Jesus being the Son of Gddwdnat Jesus was doing. This
just shows you how easy it is to make ministry dliba “me” and succumb to the

enemy’s temptations. Please take note and be vany. w

John, on the other hand, does not seem to be nimwéais temptation; he was
ready for it. | love how he responded: “A man caneive nothing unless it has
been given him from heaven.” Or as the New Livitgtes it: “God in heaven
appoints each person’s work.” In this one statendehh said a theological mouth

full and communicated the following principles:

e God assigns each person’s tasks.

e God’s plan is massive and involves so many pedpigt each person

needs to be responsible to complete the job thdtlas assigned to him.

e God is the one who is in total control and is remsole for results; we are

just responsible to do what He instructs regarddés$ke results.

John saw the slippery slope of the “me” that he&cihiles were starting to travel
and he wanted to give them a critical lesson raggrohinistry and the humility of
loving God. Let me ask you a question. Have you etepped to consider why
John did not just close up shop and go and folleaud? After all, this was the
Messiah the One of whom John was not even worthyntee His sandals. | know

that if it was me, | would have wanted to follow rish for He had not just the
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words of truth, but also the words of life. But dewe find John at the river

continuing on with his baptism ministry.

You see, John was not about the “me;” he liveautblifthe will of God in his
life. John clearly understood what God had askeutbido and he was not going
to deviate from those instructions unless and u@bld changed his marching
orders. Therefore, he pushed forward and continodds work notwithstanding

the fact that his popularity was decreasing angleewere flocking to Jesus.

Notice that John did not convene a staff meetingigouss what they must do to
improve their performance and up their numbers. tdsm did not stop and
analyze his message or how he was delivering itsumgtiest changes hoping to
increase the overall palatability to his audiencetlsey could attract a wider
spectrum of followers. They did not tell him to darthe camel hair clothes and
locust diet and fix the do. No, market successndidmatter to John; he knew that

he was accountable to God and not to the marketplac

| find this very amazing. John totally entrustecthbelf to God and realized that
God was in control of the details — yes, the detaibf John'’s life. John knew that
his God was a very personal God and had given leirm specific instructions. He
understood clearly what those instructions were badknew that the ups and

downs of his ministry were not his to control; thegre God’s responsibility.

John had a remarkable grasp of the truth; as $wchyas able to freely minister
without intertwining the call of God with his owm@ and personal identity in the
way that most people tend to do. This is why hdatbe at rest when his disciples
were getting seriously concerned about the numbérs. see, just like today, in
those days people equated professional, finanarad, material success with the
“blessing” of God and believed that if you werertpit “right” the blessing would

be yours and conversely if you were doing it wrotiggre would be little to no
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“blessing” on your life. But that is simply a bofdced lie of the enemy. God is
responsible for the outcomes in a person’s lifen&iwmes it is filled with what we

would consider to be the “blessing” of God and otimaes it simply is not. | mean

look at King David’'s life for example, it was filewith ups and some serious
downs; yet, God said that David was a man afterdwis heart. So you cannot
correlate doing it “right” and so called earthlyiébsing.” John understood that his
numbers had to decrease and in fact he wanted thatacrease if people were
turning from their sin and following Jesus. We Witlid that instead of sadness and

sorrow, this actually gave John great joy.

Do you understand how radical this is? John didimetby what he could see or
reason; he lived by faith and what he understodaktthe plan of God for his life.
This is so radical. The principles upon which Jdiiad stand in stark contrast to
much of what has been taught in Western Christiaaitout ministry, the will of
God, success, and blessing and is counter intutbvenuch of what has been
ingrained into our beings about being productivesponsible, and the “pull
ourselves up from the boot-straps” kind of peomeng can experience personal

and material success.

The pressure we have in our society to be sucdemsfupart of something that
Is considered by others to be meaningful is intefsgou are not careful and are
not keenly aware to protect yourself from this pres, it can sweep you into its
wave and you will find yourself doing things thaeaidiculous and demonstrate
that you put more trust in the world of marketingdafinance than you do the
sovereign will of God. It is so sad, but | could t®u so many stories of how this
mindset has infected and corrupted ministry afteristry. Believe me, this is one
of the enemies most successful tricks and the fuhimg is that it is not even very

clever; it is just a big fat lie that people chotsdollow.
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To live free from these trappings takes a verydsalnderstanding of core
Biblical truths and it takes an active faith toelithose truths. Again:

1) All our assignments come from God

2) We are to know what God has asked us to do (wheduires intimate

fellowship with God) and continue to do it until Gohanges the plan

3) God is absolutely sovereign over our lives; tharsfohe results of fulfilling
His will are His to determine.

But living this way takes faith — an active beliefthe truth — and a spirit that is
willing to yield to His wisdom and His ways. Do you realize how mpoessure is
taken off our lives when we live this way? It pthe burden on God and keeps us
in that place where can stay maniacally focusedemking Him, which will result
in our knowing His will for our lives (SeBsalm 25). Living this way keeps our
eyes of the “me” and crossing that line whereby make ministry about us.
Rather, it firmly fixes our eyes on God believigt He knows what He is doing

with our lives. This is radical. Even as | sayhigtte is a part of me that cringes.

John 3:28-29

"You yourselves are my witnesses that | said,rhiret the Christ,' but, 'l have
been sent ahead of Him.' "He who has the brideei$tidegroom; but the friend
of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejogreatly because of the

bridegroom's voice. So this joy of mine has beedarfall.
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In addition to John once again pointing out thd that he is not the Christ but
Jesus is (as this whole discussion is about whaisJe/as doing), | also see an
interesting exchange that has taken place in hesthpride for joy. Instead of
sulking about what is happening with his ministinstead of wanting more, he
finds joy in the fact that God is furthering his @aamg plan of redemption and the
time is near when the groom will gather the brideve that about God. He never
asks us to surrender something without fully plagnon filling us with more of

Himself, in this instance, His joy.

| want you to understand something. When you knlesvwill of God for your
life and you are doing exactly what God has askadtp do, there is peace, rest,
and joy. The times may be good or they may be batjust that assurance that
you are smack dab center in the middle of the e¥ilcod is so comforting. | don’t
know how so many Christians live their lives ougésaf that place. So many people
are in ministry doing what they think they are soggd to do, but the fruit of their
life does not shout of His joy and His rest. Bemgy for God and doing ministry
is so different than being in the will of God aime tdistinction is readily apparent.
One comes with peace and joy whether or not yowsaceeeding or failing in the

eyes of others, and the other one does not.

Let's look at John’s assignment. John was thendrief the bride groom, or the
best man, which next to the bride and groom wagrtbst important position in a
Jewish wedding. Jesus is the groom and we—believars His bride and John
was assigned the privileged role of announcingcivaing of the groom. If you
remember our little history lesson in Chapter 2 wine studied the wedding at
Cana, after the engagement the groom took a yeso to make all the necessary
arrangements for both the wedding and the futdeethiat he would have with his

bride. Then when he was finally ready he would gatip his group of friends and



John 3:22-36 11

they would start their journey to the bride’s hotoecollect her and her entourage
and bring all of them back to his father's home tioee wedding. The best man
would go before him and announce that the grooooising giving everyone an
opportunity to quickly get ready for his arrivalhi¥ was the job John had been
assigned; thus, he was telling people to repemn fizeir sins and turn to God for
the kingdom of God is at hand, for the groom haised and is ready to collect his
bride. But like in any wedding, inevitably the atien switches away from the

best man to the groom.

John 3:30

“He must increase, but | must decrease.”

John understood that it was the groom who getgithenot the best man. So he
knew that once he made the announcement of thergsaarrival, his role would
naturally diminish. After all, Jesus is the Messihaé is not. But now try and step
into this story and the real life dynamic that wgasng on. John was a man just like
you and me and | am sure that he battled a lotait®ns and doubts on his way
to reconciling himself with this truth. Just likeoyy and me, he had to take his
thoughts and emotions captive to the obediencéh@fWord of God. And it is
obvious that John chose to punish and remove atl Was inside of him which

spoke out against the truth.

This was also a vital lesson that he wanted hisigless to learn. Jesus’ role,
prominence, and purposes in our lives must eveeasingly dominate and prevail
whereas our desires, our expectations, and oue pnigst continually be discarded.

| love the fact that John was not going to sit backli watch his disciples be
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overcome by the enemy’s lies. He took very sertwagole of disciple making so
he told them a truth that if followed would be a/ke their experiencing more and

more of God: “He must increase, | must decrease.”

Let's take this in the context of tiidew Creation and ourOld Man. We have
spent a lot of time talking about what it meandite from the New Creation as
opposed to ouOld Man. Here is a quick recap. According to the Bibler @ld
Man is evil, rotten through and through, full of detiep and lies, and hopelessly
sick. For those of you who might have missed tre& tuple of weeks the
references for this truth are foundJob 15:14-16; Ecclesiastes 9:3; Romans 8:6-

8; Galatians 5:17; and Jeremiah 17:9. Believe me the raw truth about our
condition is not pretty which is why most of us Mauather ignore this reality and
live in delusion; which, by the way, is to be exjgecif as Jeremiah says our hearts
are more deceitful than all else. We convince dvesethat we are really ok and
not that bad; besides, others are way worse. Bub {God’s perspective oudld
Man is simply not redeemable, He does not even tryclwig why He had to make

everything new and we have to find new life in Him.

Those who have looked to the cross and trusteds Jesisalvation have been
given a new aspect to their being which we haven lmadiing theNew Creation. It
iIs when we learn to live from oudew Creation that Jesus increases and we
decrease. This is really a zero sum game, thee@hsr increase or decrease and
there is no safe happy middle ground. The ideawmatan live in some kind of
balance or status quo is a delusion; things aray@wnoving one way or another —

Jesus said you are either gathering with Him ottecag.

We must therefore learn to reject the voice of Old Man and instead learn to

live by every word that proceeds from the moutrGold—trusting Him with our
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lives. And more than reject, we must learn to lwateOld Man, truly hate him. We

must hate him so violently that we are willing ®tg war against him.

| have asked a few of you to study the story ofgKilosiah in2 Kings 22;23
because this man’s life gives us a picture of vithaieans to hate o®@ld Man. As
you know, Israel and Judah rarely followed God #welr history is replete with
king after king leading them into idolatry and wéckess. But every once in a
while there arose a king who desired God and watitedhation to return to the
Lord and seek His will. Josiah was one of theseddangs. When he ruled Judah,
he did far more than just lament the condition isfriation and campaign for their

return to the Lord. No! He put action behind hifidfe and he went to war.

He destroyed every idol, tore down all the highcel of worship, and executed
all those who did not solely worship the Lord, dm@lcontinued until he cleansed
the land. His actions were aggressive, violent, ancklenting. Like Josiah, we
must remove, burn, carry away, grind to dust, tkawn, defile, destroy, smash,
desecrate, crush, demolish, and execute everythatgis not of God. This is the

way that He increases and we decrease.

Remember, there is no middle ground. Either what sur life, and that which
flows from our life, finds its origination and exgssion from God in th&lew
Creation or it is evil and corrupt and originates from @l Man. It is either or —
we are either increasing or decreasing. But if gounot truly believe that the
condition of yourOld Man is so horrible and wicked, you will not take aggies,
violent and unrelenting action; and you will be bilgato legitimately declare that
He must increase and | must decrease. Oh sure aowspgeak the words with
feigned religious conviction, but it is altogetl®mething different to put action
behind your beliefs and go to war—for that is tridy expression of faith,

something that John clearly understood.
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John 3:31-35

He has come from above and is greater than anyisee \We are of the earth,
and we speak of earthly things, but he has conma freaven and is greater than
anyone else. He testifies about what he has sakheard, but how few believe
what he tells them! Anyone who accepts his testyncan affirm that God is
true. For he is sent by God. He speaks God's wwd§od gives him the Spirit
without limit. The Father loves his Son and hasgu#trything into his hands.

John then brings His instruction to a powerful @by making this awesome
testimony to the Lordship of Christ; once againcldeng that Jesus is God.
Someone needs to start keeping count of how mamgstthis gospel declares that
Jesus is God—it is unbelievable the number and btaant the claims are.
Anyway, Jesus is above all and is greater thaalsd. No one compares. He came
from above and He testifies about what He has seenheard, but sadly so few

believe His words.

This statement is not referring just to unbelievétralso refers to everyone who
has chosen to prioritize the voice of th@lid Man over the voice of God and has
decided that they have a greater wisdom and atyhori their own life than does
God. This is talking about us — you and me andatteng belief and unbelief that

prevent us from walking in the humilityf truth.

Yet, it is amazing, when you “accept His testimoayd let the Word of God be
authoritative in your life then you will come toaleze how true His words really
are and no one will be able to convince you oth&ewiFor example, once you

accept the truth about yo@d Man, it is so easy to understand why we have to



John 3:22-36 15

live from our New Creation continually presenting ourselves to Christ. Itsih
once you believe the truth and apply it in youe,lifour eyes get opened and then
you can see more and more of the truth and you aowthy you did not see it in

the first place. What John says reminds me of sever Matthew:

Matthew 13:12

To those who are open to my teaching, more undetstg will be given and
they will have an abundance of knowledge. But wséhwho are not listening,

even what they have will be taken away from them.

This is why faith must be active. You have to yigéur will to His and then He
will add to you more and more. His Word will becorme alive to you; your

experience will be nothing short of awesome.

John proclaims that Jesus has been sent by Godpé#ks the words of God,
and the Spirit of God is fully expressed througimHWith this being the case,
please tell me why you still choose to reject Hisdem, counsel, direction, and
plan for your life? Why do you hold on so tightie&ing you have to figure it out?
Let go of yourself; decrease so He might incredss.the only way to experience
His life. The fruit of living for yourOld Man is nothing but ugliness and everyone
who knows you and has experienced you can attésataeality. Sorry, that is just
the truth. | know we don't like to hear it, butwle are honest we must agree with

the testimony of Jesus about these things.

John then tells his disciples that the Father IdliesSon and has put everything
into His hands. This is like the exclamation marklk® summation of this critical

lesson. If everything is in the hands of the Sémllirule and authority over the
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affairs of men as well as all of creation has beened over to Jesus, then not only
must Jesus be God, but we can rest for every padrdife is in His hands. This is
why John is not freaking out over the status ofrnisistry. This powerful truth
should make it so easy for you to abandon Yol Man and live from the New
Creation doing only what God tells you to do, sgyamly what He tells you to say,
and going only where He tells you to go, and thesting that the results are His

and His alone.

John 3:36

And anyone who believes in God's Son has eterfeal Anyone who doesn't
obey the Son will never experience eternal life keuhains under God's angry

judgment.

Then just in case there is any lasting shred obtouthe hearts of His disciples
John makes a statement of ultimate finality. Ireotvords, there is no other way,
there is no other system, there is no other phabgpand there is no hope except
in Jesus Christ. Everything rests on the Son anig on Him is there life;

everything else leads to death.

Let's Pray.



