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Last week we found Jesus in a small town in Galileened Cana where He
performed His first miracle—changing water into @if\nd before we move on in
John, | want to take a moment and have you condiideparallel between this first
miracle that Jesus performed and the first mirtted¢ Moses performed in front of
Pharaoh. Do you remember Moses’ first miracle -€leenged water into blood (a
Biblical symbol of judgment and death). | find timderesting because Moses'’ is a
symbol of the Law of perfection—or God’s standafdighteousness. All who falil
to comply with this Law, in its entirety, are heild bondage to judgment and

certain deathRomans 6:23).

Yet, Jesus changed water into wine—a symbol of3peit of God, of life, of
merriment, of joy. According tRomans 7:6, we have been released from the Law,
having died to that by which we were bound, so thatserve in newness of the
Spirit and not in oldness of the letter. ARdmans 8:6 tells us that the mind set on

the Spirit is life and peace.

| think these 2-first miracles stand in wonderfulntrast to each other and
combined they preach the good news of the gospall teho are willing to listen.
These 2-first miracles are a picture of the probtEmman and the solution that
came through a man as God’s powecration is unleashed through Jesus Christ

to confirm Hiscovenant of blessing to all mankind.

John 2:13-22

It was nearly time for the Jewish Passover cel@bratso Jesus went to
Jerusalem. In the Temple area he saw merchaniisgsedlttle, sheep, and doves
for sacrifices; he also saw dealers at tables axgihg foreign money. Jesus

made a whip from some ropes and chased them atifaae Temple. He drove
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out the sheep and cattle, scattered the money ehslrapins over the floor, and
turned over their tables. Then, going over to teegbe who sold doves, he told
them, "Get these things out of here. Stop turning Father's house into a

marketplace!"

Then his disciples remembered this prophecy froenSbriptures: "Passion for
God's house will consume me." But the Jewish leademanded, "What are
you doing? If God gave you authority to do thispwhus a miraculous sign to
prove it." "All right," Jesus replied. "Destroy shiemple, and in three days | will

raise it up."

"What!" they exclaimed. "It has taken forty-six yedo build this Temple, and
you can rebuild it in three days?" But when Jesud &his temple,” he meant
his own body. After he was raised from the deasd,disciples remembered he

had said this, and they believed both the Scrigtarel what Jesus had said.

After the wedding at Cana, Jesus takes the 60+ tnfdedown to Jerusalem to
take part in the Passover Celebration. This wasuadatory trip as all able bodied
males over the age of 13 were required by the lcaletin Jerusalem for Passover.
And this was no small event; there would literdde millions of people who would
show up for these festivities as they celebrated tireat delivery from bondage in
Egypt. At this event thousands upon thousandsrobs&awould be slaughtered and
sacrificed in memory of the night when the bloodtteé lamb was placed on the
mantel of the door providing a covering for all wtomk refuge in that house, as

the Angel of death passed over all whose homes marked by the blood.
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This was a monumental and powerful time in Jewistohy and a time that God
never wanted them to forget. Therefore, God wathedh to celebrate this event
each year so that generation after generation waung mber the God who saves.
But like every good memorial and national holidéysoon becomes less about the
memory and more about the production itself andettenomic machine behind it;

and what a machine it was.

The years from A.D.1 to A.D.33 were considered ® the high point for
Jerusalem and the middle of its great renaissartoe. Temple had been restored
by Herod the Great and was transformed into a waihdwned wonder (although
it would not be entirely finished until A.D. 67—jus3 years before Rome
destroyed it). And Jerusalem, well it was more tipaosperous. It is said that
during this time there were not any real poor kyvimithin the city walls, just rich

and less rich.

As Jesus entered Jerusalem He would have seenl d5%Gafoot high—a wall
not of the temple itself but of the gigantic platfoupon which the temple was
built. The tallest part of the Temple would stanidl another 80 feet above this
platform. Herod was a construction maniac. He leduift the city’s crazy curved
roads into a paved grid-system; he built himseth@at-ringed palace complete
with water gardens, which was a big feat in thisevgtarved area of the world; he
built an amphitheater (in full Greek fashion) anchippodrome for horse and
chariot races. He was the one who was largely resple for those in Jerusalem

adopting the lifestyle of the Greeks.

But his greatest achievement was the Second Terel®d built this splendid
structure as an extension and enhancement to thel&avhich was built after the
Jews returned from their exile in Babylon some %00so years earlier. If you

remember their history, the original Temple buyt®olomon was destroyed when
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Nebuchadnezzar conquered Jerusalem. 70-yearsDaters the Persian, the then
ruler of the Babylonian kingdom, allowed certaimdeo return and start to rebuild
the Temple. However, this Second Temple was notitmaressive, especially
considering how beautiful the one Solomon built wHsus, when Herod said he
wanted to improve the Temple, the Jewish leaderalaip excited, however, the
Jews would not allow the Temple to be enlarged hdy&olomon’s original

dimensions so Herod added a huge 35-acre platfpon which the Temple would

sit and he greatly renovated the Temple into aeatlgf magnificence.

This picture shows a model that has been builsradl which depicts the size
and the glory of this building. It was surroundedgworticos on all sides and to the

North West was the great complex where about 2(@an troops were housed.

This next diagram gives a more close up view of Tleenple itself. On the
outside would be considered the court of the GentlUp these stairs was the court
of women and they would enter here through the gatBeautiful. Then up the
Nicanor Gate, the Jewish men could enter, but these required to stay on the
outskirts of this area. As shown in this next piefummediately in front of the
Gate would be the Altar of sacrifice and the coafrtthe Priests. Entering in
through these gigantic doors would be the Holy @latere the Altar of Incense
and the candlestick was placed. And, at the bacdkisfarea was the veil through

which was the Holy of Holies.

This next diagram gives you a view of the entirp td Mount Moriah upon
which Jerusalem was built, the placement of the glerviount and some of the
other key areas we will become familiar with likeetpool of Bethesda, the Royal
Palace, the pool of Siloam, and Solomon’s porti€dger here is the Western Wall
a portion of which is still standing today and ikere the faithful Jews gather daily

to pray. You might know it as the Wailing Wall. Wth@mains however is just a
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small piece of this gigantic structure. Some of stenes at the Western Wall are
30-feet long and weigh up to 50-tons so that shayilee you a feel for the

massiveness of this structure.

Few remnants of this temple survived its destruchyg the Romans in 70 A.D,
but what survived tends to support descriptionsiéoin the four surviving written
sources from approximately the same period: thep@esthe book of Acts; the
part of the Jewish Talmud called the Mishnah; drelhistories of Josephus, who
was a Jewish priest and commander who later tuenddecame a Roman military
aide. He lived in the years A.D. 30 to A.D. 100.

In terms of the archeological remnants, a stone feasd inscribed with the
words TO THE PLACE OF TRUMPETING, which corroboratkosephus'
description of the signal for the beginning of t8abbath. And still there was
another discovery of a sign warning that if any {dew entered they would be

responsible for their own death which would quic&hsue.

NO FOREIGNER
IS TO GO BEYOND THE BALUSTRADE
AND THE PLAZA OF THE TEMPLE ZONE
WHOEVER IS CAUGHT DOING SO
WILL HAVE HIMSELF TO BLAME
FOR HIS DEATH
WHICH WILL FOLLOW

So the sights and the smells at the Temple Mountldvbave been intense. The
Temple Mount was itself like a small city. There revditerally thousands of

priests, attendants, and temple soldiers with tmeinions. Add to that the
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worshipers, the animals, the smoke, the smell @bdbl and you have got a pretty

intense scene.

As Jesus would have entered the Court of the @arttlere would have been all
the money changers and the merchants selling anifoakacrifice. This was the
heartbeat of the economic engine. The Law requinad the animals offered as a
sacrifice must be unblemished; and, wouldn’t yoownthe only ones who could
make the determination of what was “unblemishedtewthe priests. This has
compromise and corruption written all over it. Hy@ne tried to bring their own
animals into the Temple, the priests would rejdwt bffering saying it was
blemished; thus, they would have to buy one ofdhes that were offered by the

merchants—of which the priests got their cut.

In addition, you could only purchase animals foecrgee using temple money
(the Shekel); thus, everyone would have to exchahgé Greek and Roman
money, which were the common currencies of the @aythe money used in the
Temple. These money-changers were essentially barmlel they took a cut of
around 2-4% on the exchange, from which, of coutse,priests took their own

cut.

So this whole system was wired for the benefit lid priests and there was
really no way around it. You were required to beré) you were required to have
“unblemished” animals, and you were required tongeayour money for Temple
coinage—quite the system. Historians tell us thatnd) this time the Priests lived
as some of the wealthiest citizens in Jerusalemtbhey doused themselves in

Roman luxuries.

This is the backdrop to Jesus’ visit to the Templeorded in our text. Being an
able bodied male, Jesus would have found Himsethis exact spot every year

from the time He was 13—so this experience wasaat and He was not, all of a
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sudden, shocked by what He saw. | am sure that gfar year His heart was
grieved by the whole charade; but this year evamgtlwould change. He was
ready to have a power encounter. Jesus makes afmpsome ropes and He
goes crazy on them. He turns over tables, scattersnoney all over the floor,
frees the animals and drives them out of the cauttyand told the merchants to

"Get these things out of here. Stop turning my &ggéhhouse into a marketplace!"

Imagine, in this great platform there are thousaaruts$ thousands of people and
there is this one man going crazy creating an upieople are moving out of His
way, animals are running wild, and everything isidenly in chaos. The priests
have never seen anything like it. Who is this mad @hat does he think he is

doing?

| find the next part of this story extremely oddhyMo you think the priests just
came and questioned Jesus, why did they just notenhately arrest the rabble
rouser and take Him out of there? They could haeedt; after all they had their
own temple guards. And Jesus was spoiling theiréigious and money making
event. Don'’t you think it is a bit strange thatyttgave Him such deference? Why
do you think they did this?

First of all, we know that this was not Jesus’ timdich meant that nothing
could happen to Him outside of the sovereign wilGod. We will see this later in
John when they try to arrest Jesus and He justcoimas slips through the crowd

and escapes. God would simply not have it—it wasHi® time!

This should be quite comforting to you for it rgadimplifies the point of God’s
control over your life. Nothing and | mean nothoan happen to you absent God's
assent; and everything He allows to happen to gyaupported by His love and is

intended to help accomplish His goal of conformyog into the image of His Son.
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For the believer, nothing is random nothing is @pus, and nothing is for

naught. God is in control, period, and no one ¢enumvent His plan!

Second, these priests had to be very afraid for kmew that they had no real
authority from the Lord. They dressed the part trel/ acted the part, but they
were just a bunch of posers. Their entire authos&g on loan to them from the
Roman government. These priests, although Lewvitese not from a true high
priestly family and the high priesthood was nowhmg more than a political
office that the Romans used to ensure favor andamgful coexistence. Further,
these priests were sell-outs to the Greek cultncethey needed the power behind
the economic machine of the Second Temple to su#tailifestyle to which they

had become accustomed.

So they knew their power and authority was nottiegite; thus, they were
paranoid and always scheming to keep control (wililelgitimate rulers always
have to do). Yet, at the same time, they seemduhte a fear of God and were
concerned about the arrival of one, according &rtbacred texts, who had true

authority and would likely remove them from thesias of power.

Remember, how they came to John the Baptist anstiqned Him on the basis
of authority. They wanted to know if he was the Blah, the Elijah, or the
Prophet, (one that they would recognize as hawviog authority which would
supersede their own). And as soon as John saichbenat one of those, they asked
him what right he had to baptize. And then Johdlyestuck it to them when he
told them that he was not the one they needed toyvabout, but that there was
another one, in their midst, who was ready to $tsriministry who has real power
and authority. John told them that he was not everthy to untie His sandals. |
am sure this started a wave of paranoia that skotkswaves through the

leadership.
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Then all of a sudden this man shows up and jusstauthority. There is no
discussion, there is no negotiation, and there@isren a feigned attempt to show
respect for their position or their authority. Nbis man shows up and physically

and violently takes authority over the Temple Mount

And to boot, this man claims true authority and entlvan true authority, He
claims ultimate authority. He threw over tables a@nove people out claiming that
this Temple was His Father’'s house; yes, His Fahw®use. This was no ordinary
claim; in fact, in the mind of those who heardasus might as well have said that
this was His house. Yes, this statement would leen understood by those who
heard it as if He was claiming to have the autliarit God—which could only be

possible if Jesus was from God.

We will see this again idohn 5 where Jesus made reference to His Father and
the Jews sought to kill Him because, as they $siamaking this reference He was
claiming equality with God. This was huge. You musterstand, a Jew would not
even say or write out the full name of God but oafyabbreviation because that
name was too holy—too perfect. And this man showsand stakes possessory
claim, as a Son, to the Temple—calling it His Fathbouse. Properly understood,
this was a public claim, by Jesus, of divinity; M@s saying He is part of the
Godhead.

The priests had never seen anything like thise $lvere had been people who
challenged their position and their authority, litee Essenes, but they usually
faded into the fringe of society and were of nd megending threat. The Romans
had already put down many rebels with messiah cexasl But his strange man
takes authority. He does not wait for it to be giad he is not even surrounded
by a great army of supporters. He is His own supaond He claims His authority

comes from God. His words alone have power. Assaltethese priests were very
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afraid. Therefore, instead of having Him arrestbdy asked Him to provide proof
that God had indeed given Him authority to do wiehad done.

Notice, they did not laugh at the claim that thigswHis Father’'s house. They
did not treat Jesus as if He was a crazy man aedegemedication. They did not
call in the men with white coats. No! They did moiss the gravity of what He

said—they fully understood His claim. Thus, theyweal some proof:

“If God gave you authority to do this, show us aaoulous sign to prove it.”

Not backing down at all, Jesus answered their englt by again making a
statement of ultimate authority—appealing to theation power of God which
will produce life from the dead. Take my life amd3-days | will raise it up again.
But this time they did not understand what He daidHe spoke to them in a
parable referring to His body as the Temple. Naiyrahey responded with
disbelief:

"What!" they exclaimed. "It has taken forty-six yedo build this Temple, and

you can rebuild it in three days?"

And that is it; end of story. They did not arrestrtithey did not punish Him,
and they did not even touch Him. And, as far akn@w, there was not even any
further dialogue. Jesus disrupted their money ngaknachine claiming authority

based on His relationship with God; a claim thabtieer mere man would or could
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dare to make. His words had authority and His waildse provided all the proof

that was needed.

On this point of authority, | want you to noticevarsesl7-22 that the disciples’
source of ultimat@uthority to which they compared all that Jesug aad did was
the Bible of their day, what we would call the AldstamentHebrews 10:7 says
told that the scroll of the book (or the entire Qldstament) was written about
Him. So the disciples referred to the Scriptured halieved. All that Jesus said
and did was not only supported but revealed inMoed of God.

This is a powerful lesson for us. What are you gigia your ultimate source of
authority in your life? Your own wisdom, common serof the day, the wisdom
taught you by professors, teachers, parents, @alis, philosophers, religious

leaders, or what? What is your source of ultimatéarity?

| know for me | want it to be the Word of God, bulso know that mpld man
still prefers his own wisdom and demands his righbe heard. | hate this battle,
but the more and more that | let the Word of Godolbee myauthority, the more
ridiculous myold man seems to me and the easier it is to dismiss bisgtits and

ways.

Now, it is not enough to say that the Word of Gegour authority or even that
you want the Word of God to be your authority; iush become your ultimate
authority. The disciples went to the Word and searched loeifprophecies about
Jesus. They studied and put in the effort to dis¢ee Word and then they made
the choice to believe it. This was not mere heaowkadge to them. It was not
even some spiritual truth that they ascended tharinnermost parts of their being.
No! They chose to live according to what they badgk and, as a result, faith was

birthed in their lives.
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This is the same process that we must go throughe\® me there is no short
cut. | have tried to find one and so has everydse, éut there simply is no short
cut to living a life of faith. It is based on makinhe Word of God youpriority
meaning that you will study it, search it out, ahsgcern the truth that lies within.
Then you must make the decision to believe wheays and let the Word of God
form your reality. It must take a higher place muy life than your experiences,
than your feelings, than your own wisdom, and etl@se voices in your head

telling you to not believe it. Nothing can haveoader voice in your life.

But still that is not enough. You must then make titimate decision of faith
and that is to make your choices according to what know to be true from the
Word of God. And in so doing, you will find life drpower, strength and stability,

and peace. Remember, there is no short cut! TheoWiyth is very narrow.

| would encourage you to take everything | eveclegou and compare it to the
Word of God, and if it is not supported then rejgcBut if what | teach you is
founded in the Word of God, regardless of yourifeg of like or dislike for me,
you have a serious issue that you have to face-ssam iof faith. Are you going to
do the work to search out the truth? Are you gdamghoose to believe the truth?

Are you going to make your day-in-and-day-out decis according to the truth?

Think about this story of Passover. Think about lgsven—or the sin—that
infected the Temple and impacted and impeded thigyadif the people to truly be
in fellowship with God. They may have made the WofdGod theirpriority,
hence all the religious trappings, but it was rwirt ultimateauthority. Think
about how violently Jesus attempted to remove éagdn and how He insisted on
the Temple being purged. Think about how He chgkeneverything the religious

system had become.
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Then consider that your wrong belief and unbelief the money changers, the
merchants, the temple priests and assistantsl|eégéimate rulers of your Temple.
Think about that for a moment; yoakd man has a place in the courtyard of the
Temple of God; a place that does not belong to ldm.you know what Jesus
wants to do? He wants to turn over the tables,edaut the merchants and the
animals of religious sacrifice, and dismantle tbecalled authority of these false
rulers and false teachers that speak into your ke wants to dismantle the
religious system of worship that you have adhecednid He wants to restore true

worship in the Temple of God.

Do you realize that you are the Temple, the plaberes God dwells?

1 Corinthians 3:16

Do you not know that you are a temple of God ard the Spirit of God dwells

in you?

And then again in"? Corinthians Paul tells us:

2 Corinthians 6:16-18

For we are the temple of the living God; just agiGaid, “I will dwell in them
and walk among them; and | will be their God aneytlshall be my people.”
“Therefore, come out from their midst and be segedtaays the Lord. “And do
not touch what is unclean; and | will welcome yotAnhd | will be a father to

you, and you shall be sons and daughters to Mgs' g Lord Almighty.
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When we accepted Jesus as our Savior we becameagamm and God
miraculously created within us what He callseav creation. This new creation is
His Temple and it is in this holy place that therBpf God dwells. It is where we

meet Him, where we fellowship with Him, and where worship Him.

This is an amazing thing. This is a miracle andrigilpge that we must not
waste away by pursuing our own ways and demandiagGod does things the
way we want them done. The leaven of unbelief anthgy belief must be purged
from our lives—even violently if necessary. True ralup must be restored
between us and God and that takes a separationduwmld man and all that is
unclean, including all our religious attempts td Ge&d to be ok with who we are
and how we want to do things. If your ability to nbip is impeded, | assure you
your old man is in the way and you need to yield to enehority of the Word of

God in your life.

Remember, passion for God’s house burns withinsjaberefore, He will not
deal with you on the basis of yodid man, so stop trying. Be separate, set apart,
do not touch what is unclean, and you will be weled into fellowship with the
living God. In fact, He will be your Father and yall be His sons and daughters.
You will hold the same position with the Fatherttdasus holds. Simply Amazing!

It's time for you to drive out your wrong belief @dminbelief.

John 2:23

Because of the miraculous signs Jesus did in Jerusat the Passover

celebration, many began to trust in him.
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The priests demanded a sign and Jesus only gaweno confusing words; but
to others He gave a reason to believe. In faay atteing Jesus back up His words
with miracles many believed that Jesus just mightwho He said He was—His

Father’'s Son.

Let's pray.



