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In the hills of Galilee, far from the hustle andste of Jerusalem, lies a small,
obscure village of no significant repute. But like every village or large city,

romance and love provide the heart beat, thethie joy of the community. In the
town of Cana lives a young man who is head ovelshadove with the woman of

his dreams. He goes to her father and tells hifmtlesire to marry his daughter.
The Father is taken by this young man and agredsh#hwould be a good match.
So they negotiate the purchase price, the custod@syy, that is to be paid to the
Father.

Several weeks pass before the formal announcemantde. Of course, like all
aspects of this event, it demands celebration, no@ng, and tradition. On a
mutually agreed to day the families of both therstwobe bride and groom meet at
the home of the Bride's father. In the presencethaf witnesses, the Groom
announces the engagement and gives the bride aTiney both drink from a cup
which indicates that a covenant of marriage had leedered into, a covenant that
can only be broken by death or divorce. Althoughythre not formally married,

this covenant of engagement is a contract of ngergaupported by law.

This ceremony begins the time of waiting, the tiofeplanning, the time of
preparation for the big day. The wedding won't tgdace for another twelve
months or so. During this time the bride continteeBve with her family while the

groom is busy preparing their home and their future

Finally the big day arrives. Friends, family, antlsorts of relatives travel from
miles around to join in this celebration. The nmaga festivities would typically
last anywhere from 3-7days. Which means that edtdndee made quite a

financial and practical sacrifice to join in thislebration.
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After most of the guests have arrived, the groord s@veral friends leave the
house and lead a procession to the home of the’'bridther. The bride now
comes out of her father’'s house. She is all dreapesihd adorned with jewels, and
of course she is veiled. Once she has joinednbeepsion, they collectively head
to the house of the groom where the friends of ihde are waiting outside.
Everyone is anticipating their arrival and once tmwede and groom arrive,

everyone else gets to go inside and begin theviess.

Now the fun begins. There is feasting, drinkingrists, dancing, and singing, all in
celebration of this couple and the new life thell ivegin. This scenario provides

the backdrop to our passage.

John 2:1-12

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana oflézland the mother of
Jesus was there; and both Jesus and His disci@es iwited to the wedding.
When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus salding "They have no wine."
And Jesus said to her, "Woman, what does that twagle with us? My hour has

not yet come."

His mother said to the servants, "Whatever He $aygou, do it." Now there
were six stone waterpots set there for the Jewisstoen of purification,
containing twenty or thirty gallons each. Jesus saithem, "Fill the waterpots
with water." So they filled them up to the brim. d\iHe said to them, "Draw
some out now and take it to the headwaiter." Sg thek it to him. When the

headwaiter tasted the water which had become \aim&,did not know where it
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came from (but the servants who had drawn the watew), the headwaiter
called the bridegroom, and said to him, "Every rearves the good wine first,
and when the people have drunk freely, then heesdihe poorer wine; but you

have kept the good wine until now."

This beginning of His signs Jesus did in Cana oliléxa and manifested His
glory, and His disciples believed in Him. After gshiHe went down to
Capernaum, He and His mother and His brothers asddidciples; and they

stayed there a few days.

After 30-long years oWaiting, Jesus begins His ministry. It does not start \&ith
big pronouncement, He is not in Jerusalem wheredidd really kick this thing
off with a bang and get the attention of all thealbleaders. There are no
fireworks, big-bands, or grand parades; ratherfimgeJesus in a little insignificant
village in Galilee, called Cana. The way the teedds, it does not appear that He
was even one of the main guests; Jesus and Hipldsavere kind of tag-along
invitees. It seems that Mary was the guest andgirgtknew this family well, as
she obviously was involved in the back-room detaflsvhat was happening and

was not out with the others in the midst of celébra

So let's understand the dynamic of this scene. 8l®ml huge party going on
and people have traveled for miles to join thisbehtion and the host has run out
of wine. You might think that is no big deal aneéyhcould just run down to the
local liquor store and stock up. That is not homdk worked in those days. This
was a grave and horrible situation. They had pldnfeg 12-months and had

prepared everything and for some reason they ydbsh it.
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| doubt if anyone in that small village was everofor business—they were all
probably at the wedding. In addition, big amountsvine for an event like this
were not just sitting around. The host was aboutexperience total social
suicide—humiliation beyond description. In additicche host would likely be
confronted with a slew of law suits. In those ddkiss was an offense that required
monetary compensation. The liability derives fromlegal theory that is still
around today called detrimental reliance. People gg their time, their work, and
they incurred significant financial cost just téesid this event all the while relying
on the fact that they were going to be adequatadyiged for by the host. Thus, if

the provision failed, they were entitled to mongtaistice.

That was the culture, that was the tradition, amwebis supported by the law. Not
a lot has changed in 2,000 years. Has it? So thefneall is that this host was in
great trouble, this was no small offense or triialix-paux, this miscalculation

had painful social and financial implications.

Mary was both aware and extremely sensitive to wie about to happen to
her friends and so she came to Jesus for helpvé f@aund that the next few
moments of dialogue in this story, at their fackigaare some of the hardest in the
Bible to understand. Jesus looks at His mom and Sagpman, what does that

have to do with you or me?”

Jesus knew what was at stake and yet He resportstims hands-off kind
approach as if to say, that's not my job. Firsalbfit is really confusing as to why
He would address His mother as “woman” and thenstereluctant to even
consider the idea of helping out these family fienPlus, after He gives this
seemingly harsh and rude response, He then gosgarfiband performs the miracle

without really giving any explanation as to why &gparently changed His mind.
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We will try and dissect each of these issues. Ffsall, calling His mother
“‘woman” was actually not disrespectful at all; iasvmerely a formal way of
addressing her. Our equivalent would be “MadaméhisTis the same way He
addressed the Gentile woman who was from the dr&aeand Sidon N atthew
15:28), it was the way He addressed the Samaritan wantre well John 4:21),
it was the way He addressed His friend Mary Magaal@ohn 20:15), and it was
the way He addressed His mom when He was on tles @od He asked John to
take the responsibility of caring for helofin 19:26). So it is not unusual, it was

just a cultural thing.

You may be wondering why such formality with His tmer. | am not sure, but |
do think that what we see happening here is thdtoimt of His followers, Jesus
begins to make a formal separation between Hislgaidmily and the family that
His Father is going to create for Him. We will séws played out much more
aggressively later on in the book. Whatever thsaraJesus is clearly declaring

His independence from His mother.

Jesus also makes it clear to His mother that H#pisg things according to a
specific schedule, or a time frame, which we wiladbver was established by His
Father. Therefore, as tragic as this situation rmayte makes it clear that He will

only do things according to the times establistoedHim.

John 9:4

All of us must quickly carry out the tasks assignsdby the one who sent me,

because there is little time before the night fatigl all work comes to an end.
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John 5:36

...my teachings and my miracles. They have beenredith me by the Father,
and they testify that the Father has sent me.

John 6:38

For | have come down from heaven to do the wilGod who sent me, not to do

what | want.

Jesus uses this statement, “My time has not yete¢comany times in the
gospels, but it is always connected to some conbarrHis life and the time
appointed for His death. But it would be a bit ofteetch to try and impose some
errie kind of prophetic death meaning to this stegwet. | really don’t think there is
a connection at all. But getting back to the fdettJesus only did work by the
appointments and assignments that God gave Himmnk that when Mary first
came to Him, the Father had not yet revealed tosJ#et this was His assignment.
Therefore, He told His mother that it was not yét time—essentially telling her
that He would not do anything on His own initiatiegen if personally He felt

sorry for the host.

Don’t forget, Jesus was in a relationship with Ba¢her and He was dependent

upon the Father to reveal to Him all that He wadd@nd when He was to do it.
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John 5:19-20

"l tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing bynkelf. He does only what he
sees the Father doing. Whatever the Father doesSdm also does. For the
Father loves the Son and shows him everything l®iisg. In fact, the Father
will show him how to do even greater works thanlingathis man. Then you

will truly be astonished.”

In His humanity, Jesus did not know all the detaflsvhat was going to take
place in His life. He had to seek God, pray, arstelin His will just like we do.
For example, Jesus went and spent a night prayihgyd He chose those of His
disciples who would be Apostlekuke 6:12-16). In fact, strange as it may seem,
even in His divinity, there are aspects of the Edthplan that He has yet to reveal
to Jesus—for example, the time of His return. Tisasomething that only the
Father knowsNl atthew 24:36).

This should not surprise us for the relationshigt twe have with the Father is
not unlike the relationship Jesus had with the &atht required seeking, waiting
and discerning the will of God. That is why we amstructed to follow Jesus’
example in all things. Remembetebrews 14:15 says that He was tempted in all
areas. This means that He dealt with the same d&drgituations with which we
have to deal. And in the same manner as us, Hadheefuse to rely on His own
understanding and listen only to the voice of tleedL It was through this process
that He learned obedience to the Fatléebfews 5:8) and it is for these reasons
that He is our perfect high-priest who is able tgmpathize with all our
weaknessedHebrews 4:15).
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We all have times in our lives where we need dioecbr an answer from God
and so we pray, but He requires us to wait, and, wad wait. Often it seems like
He is never going to answer. But at the right mamertime, when the Father
knows it is necessary (not when we think it is 1sseey), He opens up His will to
our understanding. It's all about His timing. Somes He lets us know in
advance and sometimes it is spur of the moment.ddrét always see the road

ahead; we have to trust His leading.

Proverbs 20:24

How can we understand the road we travel? It id.thd who directs our steps.

The implication in this verse is that there are yndames where we will not
“know” or “understand,” nevertheless, the Lord vgllide and direct our steps; and
it is only at that point that we will see what Geédnts as that step is laid before us.

Rarely will we see the whole picture, just the neep at just the right time.

This is likely what was happening at this momenewMary asked Jesus to
step in and help. He had not heard from the Fatheut this situation and He was
absolutely not going to take things into His owmdls. He knew that if the Father
wanted Him to step in that He would make it clédary, on the other hand, was
appealing to Jesus not on the basis of what theeFatanted but on the basis of
emotion, sympathy, and concern. Jesus did not tedm tempted in that way, so |
believe that is why He responded to His own mothexr manner that came across

as cold insensitive, and even rude.
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When we live by seeking and following the will ob& we will also at times
come across as cold, insensitive, uncaring, ant ewde—at least that is what
others will think about us even if it is not ourane Under the normal mindset of
thereligion of Christianity, we do things because there is a need, or bethese
IS purpose, or because that is what we desirewBat we see in this encounter,
and we will see over and over in John, is that degas not moved to action by

needs or wants, or purposes—»but only by the doeati the Father.

Do you understand how this is such a wonderful walwve. Imagine, you don’t
have to carry a heavy burden for the people in yibeirand the problems of the
world. You are responsible only for what God spealfy assigns to you. The rest
Is His responsibility not yours. This is a mattéfaith—Iletting go believing that
God knows all things and that He is responsibleotbers; not you. Although there
is a lot of freedom when you learn to live this wéys also a scary way to live.
Others will simply not understand it and believe timey won't like it. People will
try and give you burdens, duties, tasks, respdit@bi(all under the guise of good
Christianity, good intentions, family responsibjlitand so on), and you will have

to say no and mean it.

Notice how Jesus expresses this to His mom “whas dleat have to do with me
and you.” In other words, He is telling Mary (amdlirectly | believe all those who
were following Him), that He expects her, and théarljve in this manner as well.
In other words, He was asking Mary if she knew ttlas problem had been
assigned to her by the Father; and, if she dicknotv, why she taking action and

making decision based on her emotions or her ovgdavn.

This is a powerful question that we should ask @ues and each other. It is so

easy to get caught up in life and try and navigiabsg our emotions, our wisdom,
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our perceptions, what we want, what we desire jtdstanother thing altogether to
make_allour decisions by seeking and waiting on God owlyng what He tells us.

Yet, that is how we are supposed to live.

Proverbs 3:5-7

Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not degeam your own understanding.
Seek His will in all you do, and He will direct yopaths. Don’t be impressed

with your own wisdom. Instead, fear the Lord anahtyour back on evil...

We are instructed to seek the Lord invaé do; yes, allve do, even something
as seemingly trivial and common sense as helpihgaue people in need. Notice,
there is no room for common sense in this instouctiThere is no room for your
own wisdom. There is no room to respond by feeliddeere is only room for the
voice of God and His leading and direction. Thatthe position Jesus took;

therefore, that is how we are to live.

Do you wait to hear the Lord’s instruction or tridgnse His leading before you
engage with someone or take on some task? Do yek the Lord about the
classes you are to take, about who you are to banhgith, what you are to major
in, about where you are to work, live, and so on2l®@you have the view that you
can handle most things and will just take the mgoto God? What we will see
patterned throughout this book is that God careaitaény interaction, activity, or

relationship that impacts you, or another persoyour life, and He wants you to
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seek His opinion on the matter and then follow H&ad. In _all your ways

acknowledge Him and then it is up to Him...He willidgl your steps.

Getting back to the text, based on how Jesus saitiveld, we have to conclude
that right at that moment the Father told Him itsvek to go and help the host out
in this situation. He must have suddenly known iis Bpirit that there was
complete alignment between this need and the ldaBiod. So He immediately

took action and, as usual, His ways were purposefdipoignant with meaning.

The jars that He asked to be filled with water wased for washing of the
hands and feet, utensils, and other ceremoniahsieg rituals. Our equivalent
would be the bathroom and kitchen sink. Could ymagine inviting people over
for dinner and then scooping their favorite beverd@m the bathroom sink? |
think your guests might have a problem with thainDyou think that it is strange
that Jesus picked these jars in which to perforis thiracle ofcreation—where
mere water was turned into wine? It's a good thmogone but the servants knew

where the wine came from.

Notice we are told the size of the containers.inkilohn does this so we get a
feel for how large the crowd was at this wedding &ow substantial the miracle
had to be. Six pots each holding about 20-30 gslleor a capacity of
approximately 120-180 gallons of water. This intksathat there was quite the

gathering at this wedding and there was a huge.need

Do you get the picture? We are like those housepotd; nothing special, but
when we are subjected to the unleashing of Jegesition power, we become
vessels filled with His Spirit. We are just ordipgreople only good for ordinary

purposes, and then wham, when we are born-agarnSpirit of God fills us and



John 2:1-24 12

we are ready to be used as Godl'sssing here on earth—we become the living
evidence of the fulfilment of His promises or H®venant to Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob. So in this one miracle, we once again seandjor themes ofreation,

covenant andblessing.

The wine was incredible, the best. Jesus held mgthack. He truly blessed this
family beyond what they could imagine. This is geme thing He does for us
when we live through Hisiew creation such that His Spirit, or the new wine,
dominates our mere earthly vessels and Jesusessxe in lavishing upon us His

substantiablessing.

Ephesians 3:20-21

Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantiydnd all that we ask or
think, according to the power that works within ts,Him be the glory in the

church and in Christ Jesus to all generations trand ever. Amen.

| want to describe to you a little more about thiishblessing that is abundant

and beyond, but first, look at what the masteresémonies says:

John 2:10

“Usually a host serves the best wine first,” helsalhen, when everyone is full
and doesn'’t care, he brings out the less expemgives. But you have kept the

best until now!”
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Given what we have been learning about how Johnews@u must know that
this is statement that has a double meaning—atglinrmeaning. The Jews were
the beneficiaries of the covenant of God and tlesdihg of God. They are the
people of Israel (or Jacob), chosen to be God’siapehildren. God revealed His
glory to them and gave His Law to them. They haal phivilege of worshiping
Him and receiving His wonderful promises. They aigreced the glory of God
and their ancestors were great people of God. Were served a great cup of
wine and the Jewish people seemed satisfied widndgt did not want anything
more. They wanted to just live and enjoy what tiey. But God had a plan
whereby He would provide something even better—tlest wine. He would
provide His own Son, the true blessing for all tgpog. Yes, God had kept the best

until now! Now was the time!

As far as application to our life, what does thhtiedantblessing look like?
Paul talks about this in his letter to the Coriatis and he explains why we can
confidently believe that God will speak to us, wgillare His mind with us, and will
lead us if we trust in Him in all things withoutaleing on our own understanding.
God provides to us Himself, in the person of J&Shsst, in full measure, though

the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. Lettssad how Paul described this.

1 Corinthians 2:1-14

And when | came to you, brethren, | did not comgehwsuperiority of speech or
of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of Gé@r | determined to know

nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Himifeedc | was with you in
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weakness and in fear and in much trembling, anadmagsage and my preaching
were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in destiation of the Spirit and
of power, so that your faith would not rest on thisdom of men, but on the

power of God.

Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are maaungsdom, however, not
of this age nor of the rulers of this age, who jpassing away; but we speak
God's wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom whexdd predestined before
the ages to our glory; the wisdom which none of thkers of this age has
understood; for if they had understood it they wlombt have crucified the Lord

of glory; but just as it is written,

"THINGS WHICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND EAR HAS NOT
HEARD,AND which HAVE NOT ENTERED THE HEART OF MANALL
THAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM."

For to us God revealed them through the SpirittherSpirit searches all things,
even the depths of God. For who among men knowshbeghts of a man

except the spirit of the man which is in him? Ewenthe thoughts of God no
one knows except the Spirit of God. Now we haveira, not the spirit of the
world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that wayrknow the things freely
given to us by God, which things we also speak,imetords taught by human
wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combgnspiritual thoughts with

spiritual words.

What Paul is saying is that we can know the minGod, for we have His Spirit

living in us. Therefore, if we submit to His rulechauthority, He will speak to us,
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guide us, and lead our lives so that, like Jesasywil know how to only do what
the Father tells us to do, only say what the Fa#iler us to say, and only go where
the Father tells us to go. We will know His willdawe will understand how good,

pleasing and perfect His will really iRgmans 12:1-2).

Let's look atverse 9, notice that only the servants knew what reallggsmed.
Jesus did not come out and tell everyone what He tthe work He did was
discreet and only for a few. Thabessing of Christ is for the masses—for God so
loved the world—but only a few get to truly undarsd that Jesus is the fulfillment
of the covenant. We see this same notion of the “few” even in delsuth. The
King of glory was born in a barn and the only omested to this amazing event

were a handful of common shepherds.

| think it is the same today as it has been throughime. Many people know
Jesus, consider themselves Christians, and haveliessed by what He has done
for the world on the cross; however, precious feeregeally understand the “who”
and ever truly get to marvel at His miraculous aictreation in the new man. If
you have been born-again, if you have learned wimag¢ans to walk by faith in the
Spirit of God, whereby He lives His life throughwahen like the servants and
like the shepherds, you are one of the preciousviéw get to know the “who”
behind theblessing.

In closing, let’'s quickly look averse 11 and 12. This was Jesus’ first display of
His glory. This means that it was the first—perid¢d, unlike what some people
have said, Jesus did not perform any miracles asild. He did not show up in
India or any other lands and do marvels. This wasfirfst miracle. This was the

beginning of His works that would display His glagd the glory of the Father.
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Why did the Father appoint this miracle? So that Hisciples would believe
that He was, in fact, who John the Baptist saidwds—the Messiah, the Christ,
God in the flesh.

Notice that the text is very careful to point obat it was His disciples who
believed but it says nothing about His family. Yiatihe very next verse, we know
that He left the wedding with His Mother, His brethand His disciples. They
were all traveling together. Maybe His brotherseveot around when He did this
miracle, but His Mother was. | am hard pressecdioktthat she, or the disciples,
did not talk about the miracle in front of Jesusdthers. This is definitely what we
would safely call Biblical foreshadowing as we wifld that despite the miracles,

His family had some serious struggles believingidesgas in fact God.

Next week we will move from the region of Galilemdatravel down to

Jerusalem as Jesus displays His authority oveethple.

Let's Pray



