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Heb 4:12-13

For the word of God is living and active and shatpan any two-edged sword,
and piercing as far as the division of soul anditsf both joints and marrow,
and able to judge the thoughts and intentions ef libart. And there is no
creature hidden from His sight, but all things apen and laid bare to the eyes

of Him with whom we have to do.

This scripture is pretty scary. To think that then/ of God is able to discern
the truth behind our every thought, motivation, améntion is unnerving. We can
fool others, and most of us have even fooled oueseinto believing things about
ourselves that are just not true, but all is lsagleband open before the eyes of the
Lord. Nothing is hidden; He sees it all and the Wof God reveals it all. The
Word shines the light of truth on all aspects & tlarkness that resides within our
hearts and there is no place to hide, which is wkyoften choose to either not
believe what the Word says or to marginalize ibum lives in such a way that it is
reserved for mere “church” talk. Honestly, all af struggle with letting the Word

have its rightful place cduthority over our lives.

Tonight we are going to walk under the spotlightrath and | don'’t think there
will be any place for any of to hide—so tonight imigyet a little uncomfortable.
We are going to talk about a subject that seer® teery hard for those who have

grown up in the church doing the “Christian” thitagaccept.

Last week we talked about clearing your temple lbtree merchants, money
changers, and illegitimate priests and temple tasgs that have taken up
residence in your Court of the Gentiles. We discedethat this is done by

allowing the Word of God to become yaquniority and the ultimat@uthority over
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your life. Well this week we are going to put thatthe test. | am going to teach
you what the Word of God says about you, and yeulan going to have to make
the choice to either actively believe the truth—adigning your choices with the
Word of God—or reject, or marginalize, the truthymeg instead on your own
ideas, logic, or so called “spiritual” wisdom. Ethway, this is a day of

intersection between truth and choice.

We will back track one verse from last week justiaintain context and then

close out Chapter 2 with the final two verses.

John 2:23-25

Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover,gthenfeast, many believed
in His name, observing His signs which He was doBgt Jesus, on His part,
was not entrusting Himself to them, for He knewra#n, and because He did
not need anyone to testify concerning man, for Hiegelf knew what was in

man.

Why do think Jesus was not willing to trust Himselfthose who believed in
His name? After all, they saw His signs, heardwisds, saw what He was doing,
and believed. Isn’'t that what Jesus wanted, toegadhgroup of true believers? So

why do you think Jesus was so cynical and refusehtrust Himself to them?

The answer to this question is extremely uncomiidetabut Jesus had an insight
and an understanding that so few people ever gnagp. He knew the condition of
the human soul and no one needed to tell Him haep ads darkness runs. Actually

darkness does not even come close to describingstdte of our heart. The
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condition of the human soul is nothing short ofgawil and it stands in absolute

opposition to God. In the book of Job, God dessrilvby man cannot be trusted.

Job 15:14-16

"What is man, that he should be pure, or he whioois of a woman, that he
should be righteous? Behold, He puts no trust sihdily ones, and the heavens
are not pure in His sight; How much less one whalagestable and corrupt,

Man, who drinks iniquity like water!

Can you imagine? God does not even put trust inAtigels who are in His
presence, so why do we—mere men and women—have aumtph opinion of
ourselves? Can you grasp what God has said abo@t ile did not say that deep
inside there is good in your heart. He did not 8&t since you are His creation
that you are an extension of God and therefore .gdeddid not say that you have
love buried within and you just need to learn hovee¢arch it out and release it into
the world. No! He says you are detestable, coraumat you thirst for iniquity to

satisfy the yearning of your body. Solomon desesribeart of man as follows:

Ecclesiastes 9:3

Furthermore, the hearts of the sons of men arefudlil and insanity is in their

hearts throughout their lives.

C.S. Lewis wrote a poem called “As the ruin faNghich Phil Keaggy adapted

into a song, and | am going to read a few linesesirthink it captures a bit of what
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God is trying to communicate to us.

All this is flashy rhetoric about loving you. | nevhad a selfless thought
since | was born. | am mercenary and self-seelingugh and through; |

want God, you all friends, merely to serve my turn.

Peace, reassurance, pleasure, are the goals |lssskyot crawl one inch
outside my proper skin; | talk of love, a scholaparrot may talk Greek,

But self-imprisoned always end where | begin.

And then just so we don’t begin to try and findvay to squirm out of this
reality and tell ourselves that that is not wha Bible is really saying, it is just

speaking in metaphors, let’'s see what Paul saig®mans 8.

Romans 8:6-8

For the mind set on the flesh is death, but thednsiet on the Spirit is life and
peace, because the mind set on the flesh is hostiard God; for it does not
subject itself to the law of God, for it is not evable to do so, and those who

are in the flesh cannot please God.

According to Paul, it would ndie an understatement to say that the soul of man
hates God and loathes Him with the vilest interdinG back to the light and dark
metaphor, our heart is so dark and so void of ligjatt there is nothing good,
absolutely nothing good in the heart of man. Irt,facoperly understood, anything

that derives from the heart of man stands in opjposto God, is not pleasing to
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God, can never be in alignment with God, and igsatoot evil; which means that
every expression which originates from the hearnah is by definition corrupted

with evil. It is kind of like the way radioactivityorks—it corrupts and it kills.

| know this is contrary to so many philosophieghef day—even many of those
espoused within sects of Christianity. But thishe Word of God and we can no
longer ignore it or marginalize it. We must be imtj to wrestle with this truth for

what we do with it will impact our ability to exgence God.

So what does this mean for us? First of all, it nsethat we have to stop living
in deception. According to the Bible, everythingdal mean everything, which
does not derive from God is evil. I, for one, wouaklver say that my life is always
dominated by the Spirit of God. | can’t say thatyith | could but | can’t. At the
same time, | don’'t consider myself evil. | wouldvee normally apply that label to

my life. Do you consider yourself evil? You probgblon’t either.

This means that we are living in a deception amdaar core beliefs are not in
alignment with the truth. It means that we haveodpee experts at convincing
ourselves that what God says is not “necessarilyg.tOh sure, we can talk about
the evil in the heart of man, but it is as if we #&alking about someone other than
ourselves. Subjects like these make for good “dhtatk” and theological debate.
But it does not become personal such that the thdnges how we think about
everything. According to the Bible, the ability fos to live in this denial and

deception is uncharted.

Jeremiah 17:9

"The heart is more deceitful than all else and esperately sick; who can

understand it?
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Yes, nothing else is more deceitful than our owarh@and no one can even
begin to truly understand its ability and powerdtxeive us into believing things
that are just not true; especially things aboutselves. We fundamentally want
God to give us some credit for just being alive,deing a good person, for being
made in His image, and for all our attempts at p@mood Christian. No one likes
to believe that all that they do is corrupted tlgioand through. The implication of

this truth is crippling to the ego and to the wag want to live.

But here is the truth: we live in a state of spaltdesperation; in an absolute
need of God in all areas of our life. There is nyvaround it. SO many of us in
this room can barely begin to comprehend whatkimd of desperation looks like
or feels like. | can tell you, if you were to maltes truth an issue of faith, you
would be willing to quickly throw off all that doesot derive from God—toss it
away like something that is gross and disgustimgfact, you would hate and
loathe all that comes from you. The problem is goua’t really believe it—at least

not to the extent that God means it.

Consider the following scriptures about the feathef Lord.

Psalm 111:10
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom;
Proverbs 1:7

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge;

Who does not want wisdom and knowledge? We allvgm;all want to know

how to best live our lives. It is clear from thesgses that the gateway to this kind



John 2:24 through 3 verse 8 7

of understanding is the fear of the Lord. Now, l@bkvhat God says:

Proverbs 8:13

The fear of the Lord is to hate evil;

This means that if we really want to experience Gauww His voice, and have
His wisdom and knowledge that we have to hatehall is not of Him, including
ourselves. Hate is one of the strongest words we laour vocabulary and when
applied to ourselves it stands in stark contragh&ego-centric way of thinking
that has been infused into our being by our “maiteeed American culture and

the “bless me” centered form of Christianity we &édeen taught.

After all, if Jesus was not willing to trust humsniwhy should we? Why do we
think we know so much more than He does? Why dalhwek He was talking
about “them” and not ourselves? Why do we placengoh confidence in our own
ability to discern what is best for our lives? Wihy we listen to our own wisdom,
logic, and counsel and for the most part seconéggtiee Word of God? Why do
we let our insecurities and dysfunctional thoughicpsses have such authority

over our lives?

The answer to all these questions is foundaremiah 17:9 and the reality that
our heart is desperately sick and has an unimalgiradiility to convince ourselves
of everything but the truth. As a result, our liiasitly resemble the character and
nature of Jesus and His selfless love; especialtypared to the “me, me, me” way

of thinking, feeling, and living that tends to rdar lives.

So right about now, | hope that you realize thétte ourselves we have a big

problem. After all, Jesus was not willing to truebse who saw His work and
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believed, so where does that leave us? | know ghisounds so negative and
awful, but in reality it is good news, the best seW@ur abject inability provides
hopeand a fervent expectation of experiencing God'seamilous intervention in
our lives. We are simply unable to be good andaat dight; but God is fully able
and He is our provision for all that we need. Ttakes us into Chapter 3, but
before we move on, let me recap what we have stuae | will use this diagram

to give a visible representation of this Biblicalth.

Every thought, every act, every motive, and eveatgrition of our heart that
derives, or originates in our soul, is not_in afmntwith God and can nevdre
pleasing to God. Our mind and emotions are corcupteour soul and are not to
be trusted. Even our physical bodies submit tacimamands of the dark master of
the soul. Thus, we are in a state of absolute resedidespite the deceptions of our
heart which attempt to convince us otherwise, auesl MUST be lived in

ungualified dependence upon God.

If you choose to believe this truth, you will exgice peace and rest—for real.
Coming to grips with your utter depravity gives luspe for the life that Jesus
promises comes from Him. But if you never fullgcept this truth, you will always
wrestle with God trying to force Him to be ok wiitho you are and demanding
that He give you the life you want, according tauy@xpectations of how He

should act toward you.

This takes us into Chapter 3 and the story of anmo@mter between Jesus and a
Pharisee named Nicodemus. As we read the text dus& the imagery that John

draws on—it is actually highlighted so you realgntt miss it.
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John 3:1-8

Now there was a maof the Pharisees, named Nicodemasulerof the Jews:

this man came to Jesus by night

Let's stop there. Man, Nicodemus, ruler — interegBet of words. In Greek, the
name Nicodemus means “victory of the people”. lheotwords, a man, who is
ruler of the Jews—a leader—represents dominatioallofhat is of man verses
what is of God. He symbolizes victory for the pexplhich ironically dwell in
spiritual darkness. Believe me it is no coincidetita& this man came under the
cloak of darkness. He did not want the light of dayeveal to others what he was
doing. The book of John constantly uses light agudk s metaphors for what is of
God and what is of man; that which is good and wiath is evil.

...and said to Him, "Rabbi, we knothat You have come from God as a
teachey for no one can do these signs that You do unt&sd is with him."
Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly,yl ®ayou, unless one is born

again he canndeethe kingdom of God."

Nicodemus also comes with feigned or contrived ifpldés about Jesus and
God. He is willing to say that He knowssus must come from God, actually in the
Greek Nicodemus uses a verb that says “he sedsldbhas comes from God, but it
is clear he is not willing to go as far as sayimghelieves Jesus comes from God.
If he truly believed God was in his midst, he woulat be hiding in the darkness.
Jesus then takes this phrase and throws it rigtit Ba Nicodemus and basically

says: “you cannot see—it's impossible for you te,sgu live in darkness.” Not
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understanding what Jesus meant, Nicodemus againsopis mouth and quite

frankly embarrasses himself.

Nicodemus said to Him, "How can a man be born whens old? He cannot
enter a second time into his mother's womb and &, bcan he?" Jesus

answered, "Truly, truly, | say to you, unless osidornof waterand the_Spirit

he cannot entanto the kingdom of God.

By this question, Nicodemus proves Jesus point.celenot see; he has no
capacity to understand what Jesus is talking abdute can do is communicate
on the basis of earthly matters. The spiritual usi@dading of this so called “ruler
of the people” is constrained by his own darknd3st Jesus just continues

speaking words of light and says: “unless one i lod waterand the_Spirithe

cannotenter into the kingdom of God.”

A lot of people have put forth various interpretas of this verse. For example,
concluding that the word “water” refers to: baptiaa a symbol of spiritual
regeneration; or to physical birth (in contrassporitual birth); or to the Word of
God which is taken fronkphesians 5:26 (cleansed by the washing of water with
the Word) andl Peter 1:23 (you have been born again...by the Word of God).
Maybe all of those are applicable; however, Jesas talking to a Pharisee so |

believe He used a metaphor that this learned Javidwolly understand.

In the phrase “water and Spirit,” the word “and’the Greek word “kai” which
depending on the context can be understood to Oigiveedor cumulative. So this
phrase could be read as “water and Spirit” or “wadgen Spirit.” We might say,

“water, a.k.a. (also known as), Spirit.” Being aaRéee Nicodemus would have
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understood Jesus’ statement to be a referenEedoel 36:25-27 which speaks of
how God would sprinkle clean water on their filthdaput a new Spirit in their

hearts.

Ezekiel 36:25-27

Then | will sprinkle clean water on you, and youlwie clean; | will cleanse
you from all your filthiness and from all your igol"Moreover, | will give you a
new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I vemove the heart of stone
from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh."illywut My Spirit within you

and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you lallcareful to observe My

ordinances.

Cleansed from filthiness, a new heart, a new Spihe ability to walk in
obedience to God; this sounds too good to be truelais. God is saying that
since your heart is vile and corrupt through armdugh, He is going to start over

and make you into something entirely new.

Please understand the implication of this truthd @&not going to fix what is
old and corrupt, for it cannot be cleansed andilit always be in opposition to
God. This is what Jesus means when He says thatsamp must be born again.
Jesus will put His life and His Spirit into the pen who chooses to believe that
Jesus is the Messiah, the Christ, the only Sonad, @Gnd the one who died for
their sins and was resurrected to new life. He wdl this for the person who
acknowledges that their heart is dark and askssJesdorgive them and make

them new; thereby, surrendering control of thé& to the living God.
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John 1:12-14

But as many as received Him, to them He gave tit# to become children of
God, even to those who believe in His name, wheevbern, not of blood nor

of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, baf God.

What a wonderful solution to the problem of ourhe&od gives us something
entirely new and in so doing we become His childidaw does it happen? We

really don’t know how, we just know that it is re@hat is why Jesus said:

"That which is born of the flesh #esh, and that which iborn of the Spirit is
spirit." Do not be amazed that | said to you, "Maust be born again." "The
wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sount] but do not know where

it comes from and where it is going; so is everyahe is born of the Spirit."

| am sure you can remember a time when you wergdruand all of a sudden a
strong wind came up and hit you and you said: “walere did that come from.”
You know you were just blasted by the wind, but yowld not see it coming and
you had no idea where it started; but you are @ntbteny its affect on your life.
Similarly being born-again is not something thati yan tangibly see, but its effect
Is certain. The Holy Spirit of God miraculously nesvin and makes His abode in
your being and it is from this place that you begmd carry on your fellowship
and friendship with God. It is at this point thatuymove from being an enemy to
God to being His child.

| have tried to portray this effect in this diagrafis New Creation is holy, it is

perfect, it is righteous, and it is the dwellingagd or, keeping in line with last
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weeks teaching, the Temple of God. Being a holgelé is naturally separate and
distinct from your old nature, which | will refeo tas yourOld Man. Jesus said:
"That which is born of the flesh Besh, and that which iborn of the Spirit is
spirit." In other words, there is no relationshgtween you©Old Man and theNew
Creation. Your Old Man is still an enemy if God, will always be an eneafyGod

and will always desire things that stand in diggposition to God.

This has been a cause for great confusion to pespte become Christians.
Because they do not understand what happened \mbgmptayed and asked Jesus
to be their Lord and Savior, they mistakenly assithat God was busy fixing and
cleaning up th&®ld Man trying to make Him acceptable to God. They mistdke
believe that they have to try and be good, dagittrand be like God; yet, they are
perpetually frustrated believing that God mustwotk for them because they are
not changing very fast. This whole idea is a wrdwgith error which has crippled

Christians from experiencing the power of N Creation.

Consider how many times you have prayed asking t8athange something in
you; some part of your life that is not in alignmhe&nth God. | am sorry to inform
you that those prayers will never be answered. {Sawbt going to change your
Old Man, period! Further, youNew Creation does not need to be changed; it is
already made in the image of God! This is so imgadrto fully comprehend. You
have been changed, the work is finished! The nergmwer of creation was
unleashed on your life and God has supernatunalbhued within you a new aspect
to your being which is holy and perfect. Nothingeeheeds to be done! Now you
just need to learn how to live from thew Creation denying the desires of ti@d

Man.

Do you understand what this means? This is glorittusheans that you don’t

have to wait any longer just hoping that God whlange you. In addition, the



John 2:24 through 3 verse 8 14

things that hinder your walk with God do not regusome long drawn out process
of years and years to overcome. You can daily ahtosvalk by the Spirit and

live from yourNew Creation and experience the life that is in the Spirit.

Galatians 5:22-23

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,tipace, kindness, goodness,

faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; againshgbags there is no law.

These wonderful fruits can be yours if you chotsdive in theNew Creation
and choosdo be deaf to the thoughts, the desires, the habesdreams, the
fantasies, and all of the self-protective mechagisrintheOld Man, all of which
are rooted in insecurity and pride. You have thaitgb-Jesus already did the

work on your behalf.

You might be confused as to how this choice is md&deing back to the
diagram, notice that the war between @id Man and theNew Creation is fought
on the battlefield of your mind and emotions. Ydawdy merely submits to
whichever master is winning the war at any pointinme. But do not be deceived,
the battle is won not by trying to force tdd Man to behave godly through self-
control, or by performing religious duties; rathdris war is won by believingn
the Word of God and choosing align your choices with the truth. That isTihe
Old Man cannot win a battle against the truth; hly evins if you submit to his lies

and deceit.

For example, contrary to what you feel, you musbode to believe that
everything in youOld Man is evil and thoroughly corrupt—even all that seesos

innocent, pure, genuine, lovely, and kind. You neisbose to believe what God
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sees and what He says over and above what you meighor reason. And, if you
believe this truth, you will choose to silence tleece of theOld Man in your life.
You will choose to deny his ways and instead tmsgod to be who He says He

will be in your life. This is the way to walk inehSpirit and win this war.

But you must chooseno one can choose for you. Now, el Man is going to
kick, scream, freak out, and demand that you ditlke attention and the authority
it is used to having. But you don’'t have to subtaitHis voice. If you have been
born again, the power of yo@id Man to control you has been broken; now it is

all a matter of choice—your choice!

Galatians 5:16-17; 25

But | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not caout the desire of the flesh.
For the flesh sets its desire against the Spind, the Spirit against the flesh; for
these are in opposition to one another, so thatnyay not do the things that you

please..If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by thpif.

If you walk by the Spirit you will notarry out the desires of yo@id Man.
There is no equivocation in this statement; it statement of fact. You will not,
period! This is good news. God, through the preseriche Holy Spirit, will live
His life in and through you and it will be wonddrfilNow if you choose to
continue to let your Old Man have dominance in yofa, if you continue to
respond to his thoughts, desires, feelings, and whydoing things, then
unfortunately, he will control you and in a mersgeway quench the voice and
power of God in your life.
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Now, | want you to understand that walking in theirs is naturally
supernatural. It does not require some weird rligiritual to accomplish. It is all
about choice. That is why it is so important, asdiseussed last week, that you let
the Word of God be youpriority and the ultimateuthority in your life. You
MUST learn the truth and then make choices abowtwbu do, what you say,
what you think, what feelings you will allow to damate your being, and so on, all
in accordance to what God has revealed in the Wdilds is the pathway to life

and experiencing God for real.

Now is the time for that intersection between tratid choice that | referred to
at the beginning. You have been confronted withligalb truth: all that derives
from God in theNew Creation is perfect, for God is perfect, and all that desiv
from your Old Man is vile and thoroughly corrupt. If you have noteheborn
again, you now know why you must throw yourseltomplete dependence upon
God and accept the new life that He wants to give; ytherwise, you will die in
your depravity and spend eternity separated from. ohowever, you have been
born again, you now know why you must live in coetpldependence upon God

in order to experience Him and all the amazing psesiHe has made to you.

Your Old Man is a liar and deceiver. He has newesrbable to trulyhelp you
and what you have experienced so far in life jageals how incapable he truly is.
But the Spirit of God will breathe life into youreak, tired and worn-out bodies if
you choose to set your mind and your emotions entriith that comes from the

Word of God, and choode believe it.

Now that you know the truth; it's up to you to lesfe. It is up to you to choose
to take action upon that belief and live accordiogthe truth! This is God’s

pathway—this is the only way!

Let's Pray



