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Last week we focused on the statement in verséB&hold the Lamb of God who
takes away the sins of the world.” We tied thisgser back to the story of Abraham
and Isaac and the miracle at Mount Moriah as wetha prophecy given in Isaiah 53
where it talks about one who would die and wouldcheshed for our sins — like a
lamb led to the slaughter. We will see this week there were those who absolutely
identified with those stories and from that astatement understood the depth of its
meaning and responded by instantly acknowledgiagl Jesus is the Lamb provided

by God — the Messiah. Let’s pick up the story imrsee35.

John 1:35-42

Again the next day John was standing with two &f disciples, and he looked at
Jesus as He walked, and said, "Behold, the Lantkoaf" The two disciples heard
him speak, and they followed Jesus. And Jesusduaind saw them following, and
said to them, "What do you seek?" They said to HiRabbi (which translated
means Teacher), where are You staying?" He sattetm, "Come, and you will
see." So they came and saw where He was stayidgthay stayed with Him that
day, for it was about the tenth hour. One of the who heard John speak and
followed Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brothere fdund first his own brother
Simon and said to him, "We have found the Messiattiich translated means
Christ). He brought him to Jesus. Jesus lookedhatnd said, "You are Simon the

son of John; you shall be called Cephas" (whidhaisslated Peter).

This is the beginning of Jesus ministry and Hetstar gather those who would
follow; actually, those who will follow are stargrnto gather to Jesus. John is again

busy doing his baptism thing at the Jordan andhtepeople that they need to repent
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for the kingdom of God is at hand. All of suddensbeps and looks over at Jesus who
walks by and once again John points out to the @rthat this man is the Lamb that
came from God. John’s disciples heard him say #mesthing the day before and |
am sure they had that phrase and all the rich mgahat it elicited mulling over and
over in their minds. If John was right, they itadgo and follow the Lamb. Sure, John
was sent by God, but this was the Lamb of God wiag Wimself God; the very
provision for the required sacrifice. This is theethat was prophesied about. This is
the One, the coming of whom all hope of the natiad been placed for centuries.

They had to follow.

So who are these first two followers? We are tblat bne of these guys is Peter’s
brother Andrew. This guy is interesting, we havéya@handful of references to him,
but often he is the one that is bringing someondesus. We will see soon that he
brings Peter to Jesus, he is also the one who Dty young boy to Jesus, the one
who had the 2-fishes and 5-barley loaves, and mgdisome Greeks who wanted a
personal audience with Jesus. Andrew was a lotTlik& and Jessica, they both seem
to always have no problem just inviting people btmrch or to the events we have
going on. Some of us are not nearly as comfortdblag that, it's not the way we
have been gifted; but both of them seem to havprablem at all being bold in that

way. It is an awesome thing. We got to have ourrand.

As far as the second guy, | am speculating herethewe is a good chance that the
unnamed follower is the Apostle John himself. Yaill find that all throughout this
gospel, John never mentions himself by name. R’'sf dae never wanted anyone to
give him any undue credit or attention. He wantee full focus of the reader to

always to be on Jesus.

Let’s stop there for one second. | know that by tingee John was writing this

gospel he was a pretty mature Christian so we ak@ that into account, but think
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about living in such a way where you are so grodndevho you are in God that you
refuse to take credit or grab any attention forrgeli. Instead, you are more than
comfortable letting Jesus, first and foremost, atieérs, be the focal point. | believe

this kind of selfless way of being is a sign ofetispiritual maturity.

Luke 14:8-11

"When you are invited by someone to a wedding fedstnot take the place of
honor, for someone more distinguished than you treaye been invited by him,

and he who invited you both will come and say ta,y&ive your place to this

man,' and then in disgrace you proceed to occupyaist place. "But when you are
invited, go and recline at the last place, so tifa¢n the one who has invited you
comes, he may say to you, 'Friend, move up higtiegh you will have honor in

the sight of all who are at the table with you. f'Egeryone who exalts himself will

be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be texil

Sadly, we don't really have selflessness as avaes in what we see displayed in
Christian media today. Just turn on the TV or @uthrough some Christian
Bookstores, it seems everyone has kind of givemsleéves over to the marketing
machine and to self-promotion, which tends to dat@nthe industry’s mindset.
Now, | am not saying there is not a proper time plagde for effective marketing—
sure there is. But | think as a whole the Christiaedia tends to rely too much on
these methods and less on discerning the will af @wd how God wants something
to be done. As a result, this marketing mindseeprates down from our churches and

from our ministries into our daily living and ourteractions with others. Humility and
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selflessness are often left out of the equatiahink we can all learn something by
what John did not do.

Now, these two followers came up to Jesus and ccdllen Rabbi or Teacher.
Notice that they did not call Him Lord, they didtraall Him God, and they did not
call Him the Christ or the Messiah. They addredsed as teacher. | am sure the true
reality of what John the Baptist had said was stilittle too much to accept. They
understood what John was saying but they were uité geady to come up and say:
“Hi, | heard you are God, so umm tell me what'sike being God? Can you really

hear everyone praying at the same time and nataydtised?”

Notice the question Jesus asked them—what do yekPdefind it interesting that
He did not ask them “who do you seek” but “whatthink this question in large part
reveals that Jesus absolutely understood, withoestepn, what lurked in the heart of
man. Few of us come to God on the basis of the *Wwhothe “what” — what we want
and what we think we need. You would think thatt jnsing near Jesus would be
enough; just knowing Him would be enough; and hwsting Him give you the time
of day and acknowledge your presence would be iti@ne you could ever hope for
from the living God. But all of us come to God fimnd foremost on the basis of
need—what we think we want. However, few of us kneat we truly need—which

is the “who.”

| have found that as we begin our walk in the Ldsdd graciously deals with us
on the basis of the “what;” however, His goal antémtion is to move us to see our
need for the “who,” our need for Him. Remember, tlismate goal is ouoneness-

that there is no separation between us and Himm&lg start off very self-focused

M L1}

and our prayers are filled with “me,” “me,” “meegebut as we grow and mature in

the Lord this whole dynamic starts to reverse. \WWially start to discover that the
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life we seek is found in the “who,” and we becoressl| fixated on the myriad of

“what’s” that we think we need.

It is this difference between the “who” and the ‘atlhthat explains why things like
miracles and signs and wonders never cause paeopigy believe and trust God with
their lives. It is this reason why the childrenlsfael had to wonder around the desert
for 40-years. It is the reason why people screakheshnna one-day and three-days
later, “crucify Him.” It is why with one breath wsay that Jesus is our Lord and with

the next we freak out over what is happening inlives.

| know many of us have asked God for a miracle wadusually say, “If You do
just this one thing then | will follow you complége’ Well, if your experience is like
mine, that commitment lasts only as long as yder dtays comfortable and without
impending doom. For as soon as something happensdses us concern, we tend
to forget about trusting God and resting in HisnigeLord of our lives, and we go
back to the bargaining table asking for more prib@it it is going to be ok, more

evidence, more miracles.

When we are in deal making mode, we are just fckate the “me” and we
absolutely lose touch with the fact that God iseseign over our lives and nothing
can happen to us without His assent. We also msehtwith the fact that God loves
us so much and if He allows something, it is for good—for the purpose of

conforming us into His image.

Yes, God in His mercy asks us what we want, bukmay word, His goal is for
us to know Him and realize that He is the answevery longing in our heart. That is
why He is called the “I am” because everything, &ntkan everything, that we truly
need is found when we surrender—full on—all thatase, all that we want, all that

we could ever hope for, to Him and let Him be tloed_and God of our lives.
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Going back to the text, it is kind of a funny scehgou think about it. Here John
the Baptist just tells these followers that Jesame from God. So they leave John and
start to follow Jesus around. And when they fingit the courage to approach Him,
He turns and asks them what they want. | am swg were totally taken off guard
and did not want to come across in the wrong walysanthey kind of stammered and
what they came up with was, “where are you stayihgoubt they really wanted to
know his address, but whatever—that is what camebtheir mouths. The pressure

was on.

So He invited them to hang out with Him and | amesii was an amazing night.
We have no record that Jesus did any miraclesthieyt got to spend time with Him,
listen to Him, and hear what He had to say. Thiahat they truly needed — at least
all that Andrew needed — for the next day he wergd find Peter and told Him that
he found the Christ, the Messiah. He did not siayihd this awesome Rabbi (the way
he addressed Jesus when he was first introducedindy, but that he found the
Christ—God incarnate. One night with Jesus and @wdwvas convinced, for “what”

he truly needed was the “who,” and it was enough!

| still think it is kind of weird that Peter folloed Andrew to go meet Jesus.
Obviously, this was not some small claim that Amdrgas making. All | can say is
that the night he spent with Jesus must have made @an impression on him that
Peter knew Andrew was dead serious when he sdiounel the Christ. So Peter came
to Jesus who looked at him and said, "You are Sithenson of John; you shall be

called Cephas" (which is translated Peter).

| know this whole name thing in the Bible is a hieird, and it can be a bit
confusing, but you got to get used to it; it hapgparot. So here we have Peter’s first
introduction to Jesus and Jesus just goes and ebatig name. | wonder what Peter

was thinking; | am sure he was a taken back. He dwade to see this man that
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Andrew claimed was the Christ. | am sure he wastde proof and wanted to see
some miracles, see some God stuff in action, arsisJgust says hi and then
immediately changes his name. A person’s namerig personal; you don't just go
and mess with it. It's not like they had been haggiut and Jesus picked a nickname
for him like he did for John and his brother Jamegkp were nicknamed “Sons of

Thunder.” This just comes out of the blue.

However, the re-naming of Simon to Cephas or Reter not incidental and Jesus
was not just poking fun at Simon. It was actuallpraphetic event. In effect, Jesus
was meeting Peter at the point of his “what"—higthéo have some proof that Jesus
is the Christ. Jesus wanted to get the “what” duhe way so Peter could then focus

on the “who,” which is why | believe Jesus instafophesies over Peter.

We are going to spend a lot of time with Peter dher next few months and we
will see that Peter was a bit impetuous—whichraes was a fun thing and he added
a lot of drama to the whole gang. If you rememP@&ter was the one who walked on
water; and, yet, he was also the one who whippédigusword and tried to take the
head off of one of those who were arresting Jedissname, Simon, derives from the
Hebrew Simeon, who was one of Jacob’s 12-sons. @itmelegacy was that of
impulsiveness, anger, and violence and at the émisdife Jacob kind of disowned
him and said that Simeon’s descendants would bitesed throughout the nation of
Israel verses living in their own territorgaénesis 49:5-7). Well, it seems that Simon

had many traits of his ancestor.

However, despite the legacy, through renaming Sjrdesus tells him that He is
going to change Simon’s character and his very Inasere and he would become
stable and secure like a rock (which is what Ceprak Peter both mean). Sure his
old nature, his old man, was unstable, wild, impulsive, and violent, basuls knew

that thenew creation which He was going to imbue within Peter was gaoiogoe



John 1:35-51 8

absolutely stable and secure. When the Holy Spwvaded Peter’s life, he was going
to become someone that others could depend andipely, someone that would not
crack under persecution and pressure, someonewipam the early church would be
built around. Peter'sew creation would reflect the following attributes of Christ—

strength, stability, long suffering, and endurance.

A little side note, | believe that each of us haseas name that reflects the unique
attributes of Christ that are expressed through liderand which define ounew

creation. One day we will know our new names.

Revelation 2:17

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spiris $aythe churches. To him who
overcomes, to him | will give some of the hiddennma, and | will give him a
white stone, and a new name written on the storiehwio one knows but he who

receives it.'

That will be so cool. Maybe we will get Americana@lator type names, Blazer,
Tazer, Fury, and Crush, or maybe we will get supertsounding names like the
“Threasher,” the “Double-Edge” or “7-eyes.” Who kwefor sure, but if | catch any

of you up there calling me “Ronald,” I'm coming exftyou.

Did you know that Jesus is also going to get a neawe? That's right, we are
going to know Him and call Him by some new name.i¢deven going to tattoo it on

us or something so we bear His name always.
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Revelation 3:12-13

He who overcomes, | will make him a pillar in tleemple of My God, and he will

not go out from it anymore; and | will write on hithhe name of My God, and the
name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, Wiiemes down out of heaven
from My God, and My new name. 'He who has an eahim hear what the Spirit

says to the churches.'

| think this is pretty cool, who knows maybe Jesusiv name will be “Ronald.”

You never know, maybe all of you will have to eain® serious crow.

John 1:43-51

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. Haddghilip and said to him,
"Come, follow me." Philip was from Bethsaida, Andrand Peter's hometown.
Philip went to look for Nathanael and told him, "Wave found the very person
Moses and the prophets wrote about! His name igsJeéke son of Joseph from
Nazareth." "Nazareth!" exclaimed Nathanael. "Caytlsing good come from

Nazareth?" "Come and see for yourself," Philip iegpl

As they approached, Jesus said, "Now here is aigerson of Israel—a man of
complete integrity.” "How do you know about me?'tiNenael asked. Jesus replied,
"l could see you under the fig tree before Philqurid you." Then Nathanael
exclaimed, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God—the Kohdsrael! Jesus asked him,
"Do you believe this just because | told you | lsagn you under the fig tree? You

will see greater things than this." Then he sdidelt you the truth, you will all see
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heaven open and the angels of God going up and davihe Son of Man, the one

who is the stairway between heaven and earth.”

While all this was taking place with Andrew and étethe gospel of Matthew and
Mark tell us that John the Baptist got arrested.J8sus left the area of the Jordan
where John the Baptist was doing his work and teavback up North to the region
of Galilee. Jesus then comes across this guy ndthédigh. John tells us that he was
from the same hometown as Peter and Andrew bedsus@nts us to take away that
they were likely pretty good friends, which is pably why John did not feel the need

to provide a lot of information about this encouriietween Philip and Jesus.

What | find remarkable, however, is that Jesus @$Kailip to follow and not only
did he follow, he immediately went out and stariedather others to Jesus. The take
away from this story which | want you to considerthat there are people out there
who really want God in a bad way but they reallydhao one to show them the way
and no one to point out Jesus to them. Often we@shy about telling people about
Jesus and it is really just because of our insgesriit is not because the Holy Spirit
isn’t working or because there are not those wieiarreal need. We have to be
careful not to let our personal hang-ups aboutispdahe gospel hinder us when we
know the Spirit is leading. When the Spirit moves we need to go ahead take the

risk, for there are real people out there who gregito meet God for real.

The other thing that | find remarkable is that eéher this group of friends that all
seem to be ardent seekers of God. The unnameavérlland Andrew were apostles
of John the Baptist, Peter and Philip immediatelofved when Jesus asked, and we
will see that their other friend Nathanael also weady to meet Jesus. They all had

this desire to know the Messiah.
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| want you to stop for a moment and consider ydrslee of friends and family,
whether here at school or back home. Many of theue tbeen trapped in theligion
of Christianity or many others have just been turned off to Gochbge of their
exposure to Christianity, but consider how manyth#fm might truly be hungry to
know what it is like to be in relationship with desand experience what it is like to
live from thenew creation. There is a good chance that they have never meadly
heard or understood even the slightest notion aliing by faith through thenew
creation. There is a chance that if they heard they woubg éverything and follow. |
would encourage you each to pray and see if thd pats anyone on your heart who

He knows is dying to know the truth.

So Philip found Nathanael and told him that Jefasn Nazareth, is the One; and
after a short encounter with Jesus, Nathanael usslieNathanael's heart was so
sensitive that all Jesus had to say was that lysamwhen you were under the tree and
Nathanael was convinced that He must be the S@odf—the King of Israel. | think
that is beautiful.

Then Jesus makes a very peculiar reference thaldwave taken these Jewish
boys back to the stories of Abraham, Isaac, andbldcam going to read it from the

New American standard version instead of the Newingi.

John 1:51

And He said to him, "Truly, truly, | say to you, yawill see the heavens opened

and the angels of God ascending and descendirfgeoBan of Man."
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We need to venture back to the story of Abrahamlaadc, which we touched on
last week, and continue with the story of Jacolm&mber, | said that Isaac was the
son of promise and in the same way Jesus is th@Smomise. Let me explain that a
little further. God promised Abraham a son thro&gtrah and then He also promised
that through his Seed the nations of the world Ww# blessed. Isaac was the
fulfillment of the first commitment and Jesus i tBeed that came from the line of
Isaac that would be the blessing to all nationghBbildren are the sons of promise—
the sons of a covenant made between God and AbraBairthis whole story also
paints a very interesting picture ofeation, covenant, and blessing, which are all
major themes in the Bible and which are all ingéhtand fulfilled in, by, and through

Jesus.

The books ofsenesis, Colossians, andJohn, tell us that God created all things and
He created everything there is out of mere nothesgnBut, by the choice of a man,
His creation was corrupted and defiled by sin. d @ade a covenant with Abraham
to bring a remedy for this sin, and the remedy Wdw in the form of man, the one
who is the cause of the corruption in the firstcplaAnd the same power that was
released at creation would once again be releastheé aesurrection creating new life
from nothingness—Iife from the dead. So, in effésdac, and as we shall see his son
Jacob, represents both tteuse and thesolution to the problem of sin that separates

man from God.

Now let’s take this story down to the next set tayprs. Isaac had 2-sons, Jacob
and Esau. We are told Romans 9 that the promise flowed through Jacob and not
Esau, even though Jacob was a type or a symbdieotarruption of man. Even
Jacob’s name makes this point. Jacob means hedlecabr one who will purposely
cause another to fall, or trip, in order to advahteown interests and desires. His

name represents the self-seeking, self-obsesseddiiedl of mankind. Yet, being the
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descendent of a promise which came through a moasibirth (Abraham was 100
years old and Sarah was 90 when they had Isaad|sberepresents the covenant
made by God to bring a solution to the sinful ctindi of man. A covenant which
comes through another miraculous birth, a virgnthbithat could only have happened

by the power of creation—the very hand of God.

This brings us to a story iGenesis 28 which Jesus refers to when he makes this
reference about the angels of God ascending arzkndsig on the Son of Man. In
Genesis 27, we are told that Jacob had deceived Isaac ackkettihim into giving
Jacob the blessing of the first born son that shdwlve been given to his brother
Esau. When Esau found out about this trickery he fmaious and planned to kill
Jacob once his father died. When Jacob found ootitaBsau’s plans he fled the

country.

There were no hotels in those days so Jacob campedh the open air. The
conditions were pretty rough and we are told tabb had to use a stone as a pillow,
a little detail that is not insignificant. While veas sleeping he had this vision of a
ladder that extended from heaven to earth andrsageup and down this ladder were
the angels of God. At the top of the ladder stdwliord and he said, “I am the Lord,
the God of your grandfather Abraham and the Gogloair father, Isaac.” God went
on to make a promise to Jacob about the land anddscendants and said, “All the
families of the earth will be blessed through yod ayour descendants (or in the

Hebrew, your Seed—which is in the singular).”

Genesis 28:16-19

Then Jacob woke up and said, “Surely the Lord ihis place, and | wasn’t even

aware of it.” He was afraid and said, “What an awes place this is! It is none
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other than the house of God—the gateway to heavé&h¥ next morning he got up
very early. He took the stone he had used as awpidind set it up-right as a
memorial pillar. Then he poured olive oil over ite named the place Bethel—

“house of God"—though the name of the nearby vélags Luz.

There is so much going on here and by Jesus qutitiagrerse He is saying that
He is the very ladder that connects Heaven anchEH# is the passage way through
which the kingdom of God invades our world and déingels of God do their work in
our lives. He is the descendant or the “Seed” afi thaough which the nations of the
world are blessed, Jews and Gentiles alike. Haasrock or the stone upon which
Jacob and his descendants rest. He is the stohes tlifeed up to the top of the pillar
(the one that is even greater than John the Byptistis the one that will be lifted up
on the cross for all to see, and He is the Oneishartointed with oil (the presence and

power of the Holy Spirit).

Thecreation: God in the flesh. Theovenant: Jesus is the seed of Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob—a man becomes the solution.lessing: He is the very provision for all
men to be connected to God, He is the ladder, Hieeisvay, the truth, and the life;

and there is no other name under heaven by whichaawe be saved. None!

In making this reference to Nathanael, Jesus isngisdly telling him to buckle up
his seat belt, the ride is about to get a bit crd4ye kingdom of heaven is truly at

hand and he will soon see and experience thingsuitidlow his mind.

You see, Jesus is the answer to all that stirsiirhearts. | know that many of you
have taken great strides in your pursuit of God #edld man no longer dominates
your being. But remember, God’s love for you isalpus love. He wants all of you

and He wants you to find complete satisfaction eest in the “who’—in Him. He
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wants to be the secure pillow, or the rock, unadrirynead. He wants to be lifted up in

your life for all to see. He wants to anoint yowaverwhelm you with His Spirit so
that you are a blessing to all.

Like Nathanael, | encourage you strap on your Bekf the story gets pretty action
packed from here on out. Next week we will pickwigh Jesus’ first public miracle.

Let’s Pray.



